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| ADVERTISEMENT: | 


. es | is 0 more . 
than the myſteries of the antients, ſo 
there is perhaps nothing which has 
hitherto been leſs ſolidly known. Of 
the truth of this obſervation, the libe- ys 
ral reader will, 1 perſuade myſelf, ' Jn 
1 fully convinced, from an attentive pe 
truſal of the following ſheets; in which 
the ſecret meaning Wh the Eleuſinian | 

9 and Bacchic Myſteries. is unfolded, 5 

i from authority the moſt reſpectable, e 
and from a Philoſophy of all others 
the moſt. venerable and auguſt. The 

authority, indeed, 18 principally de- . 

rived from manuſeript writings, which Fn 

© of courſe in the poſſeſſion of but . 

1 few; but its reſpectability is no... 

more leſſened by i its concealment, than 
the value of a diamond when ſecluded ; 
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continuity may be broken by oppoſin 


ſition will be juſt as imbecil as that o 


5) E - 
ſophy, by whoſe aſſiſtance theſe myſ- 
teries are developed, it is coeval with 
the univerſe itſelf; and however its 


ſyſtems, it will make its appearance at 


different periods of time, as long as 
the ſun himſelf h 
minate the world. It has, indeed, and 
may hereafter, be violently aſſaulted 


11 | continue to illu- 


by deluſive opinions; but the oppo- 


the waves of the ſea againſt a temple 
built on a rock, which majeſticallß 
urs them back, eee, 


de ad ranges foaming tothe mai. 
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| DISSERTATION, 
Ke. Ke. 


SECTION 1 


Legation | of Moſes, has ingeniouſly 
5 proved, that the ſixth book of Virgil's : 
Eneid repreſents ſome of the hens - 
of the Eleufinian Myſteries ; ; but, at 5 

the ſame time, has miſerably failed i in 1 


7 attempting t to unfold their latent mean- | 


ing, and obſcure, though important, 
end. By the aſſiſtance, however, of 
the Platonic philoſophy, I have been 


Ce, enabled to correct his errors, and to 


vindicate the wiſdom of antiquity | from : 
ie malevolent and i ignorant aſperſions, Th 
a by a — account of this ſublime 


5 D. v WARBURTON, in his Divine = 


—— * »„— 


inſtitution; of which the following 8 
obſervations are : deſigned as as a Aae £5 


- henfive view. 


In th firſt place, dien, I len pre- 


ſent the reader with two remarkable 


. authorities, and theſe perfectly demon- 
ſtrative, in ſupport of the aflertion, 
that a part of the ſhews conſiſted in a 


1 repreſentation of the infernal regions; 


authorities which, though of the laſt 


5 conſequence, were unknown n 


. Warburton himſelf. The firſt of theſe — 


is from no leſs a perſon than the im. F 


mortal Pindar, i in a fragment preſerved 8 


. by Clemens Alexandrinus i in Stromat. - 


1 lib. 3. « ana Ku Ladages Tips Twy „ 
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. « older ls? Gov redellar, oidey de dog J5]ov : 


1 


aN. Þ e.« But Pindar, ſpeak- EY * 
Rb ing of the Eleufini mian Myſteries, N 
> 4 1 955 Bleffed 3 is he be on * 1 
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SS "thoſe common concerns under the 24h, 
"0 knows both the end of life and the 
©. given empire of Jupiter.“ The , 
other of theſe is from Proclus in 
his Commentary on Plato's Politics, 
— "M 3725 who, ſpeaking | concerning mer 
ſecerdotal and ſymbolical mythology, e 
obſerves, that from this mythology _ 
Plato himſelf eſtabliſhes. many of his 
I own peculiar dogmata, « fince | in the 5 
Phædo he venerates, with a becom- 
1 ing ſilence, the aſſertion delivered 
5 in the arcane diſcourſes, that men 


are placed in body as in a certain 
6 priſon, ſecured by a guard, and teſ- 5 
tiſies, according to the myſtic ceremo- 
mies, the d Rerent allotments of pure 1 
3 . « and impure ſouls in Hades, their ha- = 1 
1 3 bite, and the triple path ariſing from 3 
Do 7 heir eſſences ; 5 and this according to : Wy Oe 
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and * the 6am de aa con- 


paternal and facred mnftitutions ; all -” 
"oo which are full of a Hmbolical theory, | 


© BS 


5 065 


c 4 + ” 0 
cerning the aſcent and de eſcent of PW 4 
of dyoniſiacal ſigns, the puniſhments of 
"the Titans, the irivia and wanderings | 
in Hades, and every thing of a fimi- 7 
tar Kind..“ Amo de ow pi Toy 
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leſſer myſteries were deſi gned by the T 
antient theologiſts, their founders, to 
ſignify occultly the condition of the 
impure ſoul. inveſted with a terrene 

body, and merged in a material nature: 

or, in other words, to ſignify that 
ſuch a ſoul in the preſent life might 
be ſaid to die, as far as it is poſſible 
„ ſoul to die; and that on the diffo- | ns 
3 lution of the preſent body, „„ 
| ſtate of impurity, it would experience 5 
4 death ſtill more durable and Pro- „ 
- found. » That the foul, indeed, till 
purified by philoſophy, ſuffers. death 
through 1 its union with body, was ob-= 
vious to the philologiſt Macrobius, 
who, not penetrating the ſecret depth — 

— the antients, concluded from hence ä 
„ they ſignified nothing more than © 
RT preſent body, by their deſcriptions - 

of the infernal abodes. But this 

Hb manifeſtly abſurd; fince it is univer- Sh 
3 13 9 e, that all the antient : theo- Oh _ 


— . 
y 2 ge”, 
= Ty 


T41 


. poets and philoſophers od 
| cated the doctrine of a future {tate of 
rewards and puniſhments in the moſt 

full and decifive terms; at the ſame 

time occultly intimating that the deam 
„ the ſoul was nothing more than a 
GG. profound union with the ruinous bonds == 
of the body. Indeed if theſe. wilt 
5 men believed i in a future ſtate of retri- 
T7 bution, and. at the ſame time conſi- 
5 dered a connection with body as the > 
death of the ſoul, it neceſſarily fol- . 
9 lows, chat the foul? 8 puniſhment and 8 
Pl ſubſiſtence hereafter 1 is nothing more HR 
” than a continuation of 1 its N at pre- FE 
ſent, and a tranſmigration, as it were, 
5 from fleep to ſleep, and from dream 
to dream. But let us attend to the 
5 aſſertions 5 theſe divine men concern- - 
„„ the ſoul's conjunction with a ma- 
terial nature. And to begin with _ 
5 the obſcure and profound Heraclitus, „ 
5 ſpeaking o of fouls unembodied : 112 We . 


ö „ re vmeeyuey * Tov EXELVWY Gro, f 
And Empedocles, blaming generation, 
8 * ys of her: py 5 


{41 


4 live, fays he, cc their death, and 


we die their life.” Zuper roy e, 


The 0 ks with deſtruction d dread, 
She makes the living paſs in into the dead. 


© Ex jar * nn e a, ud dre. 5 


- And again, lamenting his cen ST, 
with this corporeal world, he patheti- 1 


Ty N exclaims : FG. 


For this 1 weep, 10 this indulge my woe, Te 


7 hat er 9 ſoul fuck novel realms ould k SOPs. 


avon Ts * none, a., aounS vera. 8 


1 EO too, it is wt known, 60 . of 5 

dered the body as the ſepulchre . 

ſoul; and in the Cratylus conſents 

Vwuith the doctrine of Orpheus, that 

1 ſoul is puniſhed through its union 85 
with body. This was likewiſe the _ 

2 opinion of the celebrated Pyrhagoreang os 
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Philolaus, as is evident From. the fol 


lowing remarkable paſſage 1 in the Do- 


ric dialect, preſerved by Clemens Alex- 5 


andrinus in Stromat. lib. 3, p- 41 2. 
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Magluprora, % 2 os aA. dhe xen 5 
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ey TWPhGTs TOUT redn al. Ene 
antient theologiſts and prieſts allo 
, teſtify, that the ſoul ! 1s united with — 
body for the ſake of ſuffering pu- 8 
niſhment; and that it 15 buried in 
body as in a ſepulchre.” And R 
. ly. Pythagoras himſelf confirms the _ 2 
. above ſentiments, when he beautifully 25 Ve 


3 obſerves, according to Clemens in the 


ame book, that whatever we = 
© when awake, is death; S and when 5 
. 2 aſleep, a dream.“ Oavaſſos eg, er 
e reds N oroca gs cage, ves. 8 


But War the . * ag. 


aged this ſublime h That. the 


1 


f b * * merged in matter reſides 


5 among the dead dak here and here- 


after, though it follows by a neceſſary 

| conſequence from the preceding ob- 
: ſervations, yet it is indiſputably con- 
firmed, by the teſtimony of the great 
and truly divine Plotinus, in Ennead 1 
lib. 8. p. 80. When the ſoul,” ſays 


he, $6 has deſcended into generation 


«-the participates of evil, and pro- 
4 foundly ruſhes into the region of 


5 « diſlimilitude, 70 be entirely merged i in 1 os 


* which, is nothing more than to fall 
into dark mire.” And again, ſoon af- | 
ter: 2.46 The ſoul therefore "his through 


: : vice, as much as it is poſſible * 
. foul to die : and the death of the © 
— i foul i is, while merged, or baptized, as 


it were, in the preſent body, to "TY 


= « ſcend into matter, and be filled with 
i J impurity, and aſter departing from 
1 „ body, 10 he abſorbed in its 8 
z = 0 « till it returns 70 4 Fin, condition, | 


9 


* * c 


tel 


40 af elevates its eye from the. ober- 
5 wel ning mire. For to be plunged 
ein matter, is to de ou into Hades, 


and there fall aſleep * 1 | D'wogeevey de 


— P Acad aurTov. TiyETα 2 raiſanasm 
nr vo fuotofiſos rom, ed e e 
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= o | This paſſage Joubtlefs 0 0 Ki te and 
5 beautiful ſtory of Cupid and Pſyche, in which Pſyche 
is ſaid to fall aſleep in Hades; and this through raſhly 
8 attempting to behold corporeal beauty: and the obſer- e 
| vation of Plotinus will enable the profound and con- 
£3 templative reader to unfold. the greater part .of the . 
myſteries contained in this elegant fable. But, prior 
do Plotinus, Plato, in the ſeventh book of his Repub- Se 
. lic, aſſerts, that ſuch as are unable in the preſent life 85 
do perceive the idea of the good, will deſcend to Hades = 
1 after death, and fall aſleep i in its dark abodes. & 1 
ö mw ex Nopicao dal TW Joy, ar ov a rio der et, 
Z | Thy Tov do 0, K rep e AXN . ratlos, Aeyxur 1 
1 Nebler, {48 cl dog anna al 01 bay oN Hofen SN TOR 
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| £511 Palo S; % Tov: v Coy ornpoTooviery K or- 
7 I noTlola,. rp 28 dbegyro Yeu, #5 do ralf a iH | $02 
: | Tee emmalaagSary; 1 1. . He who is not able. | 
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— TouTo E541 'To 6 * ed ora er 
Jade. | Here the reader may obſerve _ 
that the obſcure doctrine of the myſte- - 
ries mentioned . Plato 1 in the YR 


— = the edit of his edi, to def ne the idea 0 * 55 
1 good, ſeparating | it from all other objects, and 
N cc piercing, as in a battle, through every kind of 5 
argument; endeavouring to confute, not according 5 
1 to opinion, but according to eſſence, and proceed- 
064 ing through all theſe dialectical energies with an 55 
e unſhaken reaſon; — he who cannot accompliſh this, 
©. would you not ſay, that he neither knows the good 


| Ry cc 


7 ed with a lep n n, 1 


mY 
. 
7 - —— = a — — 


© + itſelf, nor any thing which is properly denominated 
good? And would you not aſſert, that ſuch a one, 
5 „ when he apprehends any certain image of reality, 3 

a : *. apprehends it rather through the medium of opinion „ 
5 « than of ſcience; that in the preſent life he is ſunk» 

— ſleep, and converſant with the deluſions = 
(3 ON dreams; and that before he i is rouſed to a vigilant Fn 

„ ſtate, he will deſcend to Hades, and be overwhelm- 5 
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V 1 
f | 1 that the unpurified. ſoul in 2 ; future 
we fate lies merged in mire, is beautifully 
explained; at the ſame time that our 
| | | Lo aſſertion concerning their ſecret mean- 
—_— gi. leſs ſolidly confirmed. Ina 
| ſimilar manner the ſame divine philo- 
ſopher, in his book on the beautiful, 
Ennead. 1. lib. 6. explains the fable of = 
Narciſſus as an emblem of one who 
ruſhes to the contemplation of ſenſible 
forms as if they were perfect realities, = 
„ when at the ſame time they are no: 
5 thing more than like beautiful i images —_ 
2 appearing in water, fallacious and vain. "= 3 | 
+. * Hence,” : ſays he, „as Narcifſus, =—_ 
«by catching at the ſhadpw, merged 1 
a himſelf in the ſtream and difap- 8 1 
peared, ſo he who is captivated 1 q 
1 beautiful bodies, and does not de- 1 
pen from their embrace, is precipl- 1 
tated, not with his body, but with e 
8. his ſoul, into a darkneſs profound | © 
dE, +. and herd to intellect, _— en 


* 


43 
« which, becoming blind both Pere 
and in Hades, he converſes with 
3 nothing but ſhadows.” | Toy aro- Jy : 
| Tpomrov o exoſfacvog roy x ⁰ ο ,in, hy 
n a plEig, * 1 ie Ty 9. wuxy U e 
0 duotſau, 618 cucleu 2 rem To vey Pad, 8 
eva rohe E h fevwn, 0 errοο . 


l ngxes Owens ouegi. And what ſtill far- 


ther confirms our expoſition is, that 
matter was conſidered by the Egyp- 


wan as a certain mire or mud. 0 The 


5 40 Egyptians,” ſays Simpliebe i 1 
5 Ariſt. Phyſ. p. 5o, « called iter, 


1 (which they ſymbolically denomi- a 
oy nated water,) the dregs or ſedi- 


5 « ment of the firſt life; matter being, „ 3 
- $29 it were, a certain mire or mud.“ EF 


Aw % Aly 1 1 mpulng Conc, - 


| vd u , era heb, vr NH 7 1 


5 v ede, 040v $Avuv Ja UT av. 80 that „ ; 


from ell that has been faid we may * 


N ſafely conelude with Fi ieinus, whoſe. LE 


-"*$ 


words are as expreſs to our r purpoſe "ay . 


** 70 5 


2 
* Sis © 2 


14 1 


1 


pr Laſtly,” ſays he, « that 


4 Wy. 


= 0 


| - «6 | 
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I may comprehend the opinion of 
the antient theologiſts, on the ſtate 


of the ſoul after death, in a few 
words: they conſidered, as we have 
— elſewhere aſſerted, things divine as 
| <& the only realities, and that all others 
were only the images and ſhadows. 
> of- truth. Hence they aſſerted that : 
prudent. men, Who earneſtly em- ü 
6 ployed themſelves in divine con- 85 
„ cerns, were above all others in 1 


= * vigilant ſtate. But that imprudent 1 
men, who purſued objects of a diffe- 5 3 
rent nature, being laid aſleep, _—_ Y 
were, were only engaged . 
deluſions of dreams : and that if +1 
they happened to die 1 in this ſleep, yy | 
before they were rouſed, they would | 
be afflicted with ſimilar and ſtill - 


| ſharper viſions. in a future ſtate. ERIE 
| TI 


And that as he who i im tn life pur- + 


. © ſued. realities, 1 would, after death, - 


-— 
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| 66 


cc 
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ny 1 


"6 


% jncumbunt, pre ceteris vigilare. 


« Imprudentes_ autem qui ſectantur | 
EL © inſomniis omnino quaſi —_ 
= - « mientes illudi, ac ſi in hoc ſomno = 5 


priuſquam expergefacti fuerint mo- 
„ riantur ſimilibus poſt diſceſſum . 


acrioribus viſfonibus angi. Et ſcut 2 


TY 


enjoy the higheſt truth, ſo he who 
Was converſant with fallacies, would 
| hereafter be tormented with falla- 
6 cies and deluſions in the extreme: 
as the one would be delighted mich 


46 


true objects of enjoyment, ſo the 


* other would be tormented with © 
8 luſive ſemblances of reality.” — 8 5 
Denique ut priſcorum theologorum 5 


4 ſententiam de ſtatu anime poſt mor- 


tem paucis comprehendam : oo 


_ « vina (ut alias diximus) arbitrantur 


res yeras exiſtere, reliqua eſſe rerum 
« verarum imagines atque umbras. 
„ Tdeo prudentes homines, qui divinis _ 


oo 


=—_ 
' 


1 6 1 


eum qui in vita veris incubuit, poſt 5 

* mortem ſumma veritate potiri, fic 
eum qui falſa ſectatus eſt, fallacia 
e extrema torqueri, ut ille rebus veris 
oblectetur, hic falſis vexetur ſfimu- _ 
Ficin. de immortal aim. 5 


"= lachris.“ 


1 lib, . 18, ** Alt. 


But Berning this important 


5 py Was obſcurely ſhewn by the 


5 leſſer myſteries, we mult not ſuppoſe 
that it was generally known even co 
tte initiated themſelves : for as people . 
cl of almoſt all deſcriptions were admit _ 
cdted to theſe rites, it would have been 25 I 
a ridiculous proſtitution to diſcloſe to — 
the multitude a theory ſo abſtracted 5 
. and ſublime. It was ſufficient to in 
ſtruct theſe in the doctrine of a future N 
8 ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, =—_ 
oh in the means of returning to the prin- 


cy from which bes pf fell: 7 


IR 


{a7 1 


for this laſt piece of information was, 


according to Plato in the Phædo, the, 
ultimate x 1 of the myſteries; and 

— former 18 neceſſar ily inferred from 

5 the preſent diſcourſe. | Hence the 7 RO 

8 ſon why it Was obvious to none but 

the Pythagoric and Platonic philoſo- 

1 phers, who derived their theology —_ -- 
Orpheus himſelf, the original founder 
55 of theſe ſacred inſtitutions; , and why 

we meet with no information mm, this 
particular 1 in any writer prior to Plo- : 
i tinus; $28 he was the firſt who, hav- 


ing penetrated the profound wiſdom 


Hence too, 1 ak we may. infer, 


of antiquity, delivered it to poſterity | 
without the concealments of myſtic uy 
8 ſymbols and fabulous narrations. To 


= with the greateſt probability, that this „ | 
= recondite meaning of the myſteries was 3 ET 
not known even to Virgil himſelf, En 


1 . 


who b ſo clegantly Geſeribed their 
external form; for notwithſtanding l 
te traces of Platoniſm which are to f 
be found in the Aneid, nothing ory - 
great depth occurs throughout the 
whole, except what a ſuperficial read- 
ing of Plato and the ſhews of _ 
7 myſteries might eafily afford. But Pe, 
this is not perceived by the moderns, 
who, entirely unſkilled themſelyes i in 
e Platoniſm, and faſcinated | by the B 
charms of his poetry, imagine him to 
be deeply knowing in a ſubject with 
. was moſt likely but ſlightly 2 
acquainted. This opinion is ſtill far= 9 
| ther ſtrengthened, by conſidering that 
— 4 delivered i in his Eclogues 1 
= is perfectly Epicurean, which was the I 
= faſhionable philoſophy of the Avguſ- x . | 3 
55 age; and that there 1 is no trace of 
Platoniſm in any other part of bis 


TY works bay: the 11 book, which, 
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[9 Y 
in cbeguenet of its containing a re- 
preſentation of the myſteries, was ne- 
5 ceflarily obliged to diſplay ſome of- 
MM the principal tenets of this philoſophy, 
. 9 B far as they illuſtrated and made a | 
H 8 part of theſe myſtic exhibitions. How- 
eiuer, on the ſuppoſition that this book 

7” preſents us with a faithful view of 
1 ſome part of theſe ſacred rites, and . 
1 this accompanied with the utmoſt =—_ 
= E | . harmony, and purity of verſi- fn 
= fication, it ought to be conſidered = 
| Þ ” : an invaluable relic of antiquity, and a 
3 precious monument of venerable myſ- | 
= triciſm, recondite wiſdom, and theo- 
2 5 logical ! information. This will be ſuf- 5 
ficiently evident from what has been 
4 already delivered, by conſidering ſome „ 
3Z of the beautiful deſcriptions of BO. 
= book in their natural order; at the 7 
ſame time that the deſcriptions them- . 
be} ſelves will corroborate the preſent elu- 1 . 
1 eidations. . e 
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In the firſt — . when he 
an „ 


_ facilis . Kea 5 


e 3 atque dies patet atra janua ditis : 
Sed revocare gradum, ſuperaſque evadere ad auras, 


Hoe opus, hic labor eſt. Pauci quos æquus amavit 


]apiter, aut ardens evexit ad æthera virtus, 
Dis geniti potuere. Tenent media omnia filve, 
5 APO finu labens, circumvenit atro. 5 


; is. it not obvious, from the preceding 
0 explanation, that by Avernus, in this 
place, and the dark gates of Pluto, — 
„ underſtand 5 corporeal nature, . 
„„ deſcent i into which is indeed at " 
times obvious and eaſy, but to recall 
5 ſteps, and aſcend into the upper 
regions, or, in other words, to ſepa- * 
ate the ſoul from body by the cathar- 
- 6 virtues, is indeed a mighty work, 1 
N and 1 laborious taſk? For a few only, : 
„„ the favourites of heaven, chat! 18, —_ Þ 
1 with the true philoſophic genius, and 
N whom ardent virtue has elevated = 4 
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. r 
FFC 

F = re" 

FVV 
7 7 * 264. 


gt 


divine contemplations, have been en- 
abled to accompliſh the arduous deſign. 
But when he ſays that all the middle 
regions are covered with woods, this 
too plainly i intimates a material nature; 
= the word ſilva, as is well. known, 85 
being uſed by antient writers to fignify 
matter, and implies nothing more than 
that the paſſage leading to the bara- 
e thrum of body, 1. e. into profound 
"oP darkneſs and oblivion, 18 through e 
medium of a material nature: and this 
medium is ſurrounded by the black 8 
boſom of Cocytus, that is, by bitter 
- weeping and lamentations, the neceſ- 
. conſequence of the ſoul's union 
Voith a nature entirely foreign to her . 


own. So that the poet in ths parti 


cular perfectly correſponds with Empe- 
5 docles i in the line we have cited above, 
where he exclaims, alluding d to this. 5 
Ol union, 1 „„ 


For this I aveep, for this indulge my woe, | 
That eer my: ſoul fuch novel realms ſhould know. 


In the next place, when he thus 


deſcribes the cave, through which 


Aneas deſcended | to the infernal re- Eh 
gions: = 


| 8 alta fait, ts immanis kits, 2, 


Scrupea, tuta lacu nigro, nemorumque tenebris : : 
Quam ſuper haud ullæ poterant impune volantes Y 

Iendere iter pennis : talis ſeſe halitus atris Te, 
Faucibus effundens ſupera ad convexa ferebat : „ 

Th Vande locum Graii dixerunt nomine Aornum. | - 


| Does it not Aer a beauriful rapreſen- 8 


tation of a corporeal nature, of which 


= cave, defended with a black lake, 


and dark woods, is an obvious em- 


blem? For it occultly reminds us of 


5 the ever-flowing and obſcure condition - 


oe of ſuch a nature, which ad * 1 


10 roll Nele wich impetuous Dok. © 
Like ſome dark river, into o Matter $ bea. . 


3 Nor | 1s it with "I propriety denomi- . 


to Y 


"nated 3 4 fer deſtitute of. birds, 
ora winged nature; for on account of 
its native fluggiſhneſs and inaCtivity, 
and i its merged condition, being ſitu - 
ted in the extremity of chingy, it is 
5 perfectly debile and languid, incapable 5 
of aſcending into the regions of reality, 
and exchanging its obſcure and degra- 
ded ſtation for one every way ſplendid 5 
and divine. f The propriety too of ſa- 
7 crificing, previous to bis entrance, to 
Night and Earth, is obvious, as both 
| theſe are Peper emblems of a corpo- 9 
25 real nature. RE 1 


95 the verſes which immediately : 


20 follow, i 


5 5 1 Rove autem, primi ſub dun ſolis et ortus, = Y 
5 : | Sub 888 N ane, et Juga _ movere 
= Adventant des. 8 5 , 


= We may perceive an Kerdtenr ane . 
8 to the earthqualtes, &c. attending the wk 


V3 r 
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deſcent of the ſoul into body, men- 
tioned by Plato in the tenth book of 
his republic; ; ſince the lapſe of the 
ſoul, as we ſhall ſee more fully here- 
EL after, was one of the i important truths 
$2 which theſe myſteries were intended 
- reveal. And the howling dogs are | 
7 ſymbols of material ö ns, Io! are 
thus denominated by the magic oracles 
6 Zoroaſter, on account of their fe- 
| rocious | and malevolent diſpoſitions, 5 
ever baneful to the felicity of the hu- ; 
& man ſoul. And hence matter herſelf | 
7 repreſented by Syneſius 1 in his 1 
- hymn, with great propriety and beau- 
ty, as barking at the ſoul with de- 
vouring rage: for thus he ſings, ad- 


5 drefling himſelf to the en 
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Which may be chus paraphraſed: 


| Bleſſed! thrice bleſſed! who, with winged ſpoed, 

. From Hyle's dread yoracious barking flies, Fo 
And, leaving Earth's obſcurity behind, Fg 
By a 2 4 leap, directs his Reps to thee. > 


And that material dzmons aftually - 
appeared to the initiated previous to 
the lucid viſions of the gods them- 


; ſelves, is evident from Ks following 


: paſſage of Proclus 1 in his MS. Com- 
. mentary on the firſt Alcibiades : E Ta | 


:  MYWOTUT OG roy TENETWY pO THYG beo 1 


e fou les dalhnus N I eu Gh ropa 


Ta, x. 70 r perro aryaYuy ” 


TW van. oN M,. "i e. "08 In the 


„ moſt holy of the myſteries, before 5 


the preſence of the god, the impul- 


5 « five forms of certain terreſtrial dæ- 
f " mons appear, which call the atten= 


- $6. tion from undeſiled advantages "= 
e matter,” And Pletho, on the Ora- 55 
5 cles, expreſyly aſſerts, that theſe ſpec- 
tres e in the ſhape c of * : 
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After this, ZEneas is deſcribed as 


| proceeding to the infernal regions, 


through profound kütt and darkneſs: : 5 


0 | Thant obs ſola fob note per  anibi, 5s : 

pPerque domos Ditis vacuas, et inania regna. 
Quale per incertam lunam ſub luce maligna 
Eſt iter in ſilvis: ubi cælum condidit umbra 
73 1 3 et rebus NOX abRullt atra 9 5 434 


£ And this with the greateſt propriety ; = 
for the myſteries, as is well known, 

: were celebrated by night: and in the — ol 
Republic of Plato, as cited above, ſouls EE. 3 
a are deſcribed as falling 1 into generation a | 5 | 
at midnight; this period being pecu . 5 
5 larly accommodated to the darkneſs, RE 
and oblivion of a corporeal nature; 
and to this circumſtance the nofturnal _ 

: celebration of the myſteries doubtleſs 
alluded. 3 8 


Res "I * next . . following | 
- beautiful Ts preſents itſelf to . 
1 1 view : T 8 1 = . 


' Veſtibulum ante ipſum, primiſque in faucibus orci | 
Luctus, et ultrices poſuere cubilia curx; — k 
Pallenteſque habitant morbi, triſtiſque ſenectus, 
Et metus, et mala ſuada fames, ac turpis egeſtas; 
Terribiles viſu forme; Lethumque Laborque : 
Tum conſanguineus Lethi ſopor, et mala mentis 
1 Gaudia, mortiferumque adverſo in limine bellum, | 
Ferreique Eumenidum thalami, et diſcordia demens, : 
| Vipereum crinem vittis innexa cruentis, 
In medio ramos annoſaque brachia pandit 
Ulmus opaca ingens: quam ſedem ſomnia vulgo = 
Vana tenere ferunt, foliiſque ſub omnibus hzrent. 
Multaque præterea variarum monſtra ferarum: : 
Centauri in foribus ſtabulant, Scyllæque 5 x 
Et centumgeminus Briareus, ac bellua Lernz, REL, 
5 FHorrendum ſtridens, flammiſque armata Chimæra, 
1 * nnen et forma e umbræ. 5 


And ſurely it is | impoſiible t to draw a 
more lively picture of the maladies 
with which a material nature is con- 
nected; of the ſoul's dormant condi- 5 
tion through its union with body ; 3 - 15 
and of the various mental diſeaſes to 
which, through ſuch a conjunction, 
. becomes unavoidably ſubject: 8 
i his deſcniption e contains a | threefold 1 
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Aria $ repreſenting, in the firſt | 
1 place, the external evils with which 2 
this material region is replete ; : in the 
ſecond place, intimating that the life 
of the ſoul when merged in body 1 18 


nothing but a dream; and, in the 


third place, under the diſguiſe of om- 
i niform and terrific monſters, exhibit- 1 


my ing the various vices of our irrational 
1 Hence Empedocles, in perfect 


5 conformity with the firſt part of this Bo 
5 deſcription, calls this material abode, 1 


or the realms of r 15 
Fe . Aa £6 * joplſs; region, ; 


: ” . Where daughter, rage, and countleſs 1 len 7 


Fd Ops: Te ales * LL a the ww 1 
5 and into which thoſe who fall, 


1 1 Through Ate 8 mods and. dreadful 1 dacknc TE 


7 — 1 —— Aus | 


5 a 5 5 a dagen, Te * oils; Hauen. = | 


>; This a . "as citations from Empodocles 5 


5 are to be found | in Hierocles i in 2 Aur, Carm, p. 186. ä 
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And hence he juſtly ſays of ſuch . 
foul, nat 


: "6 ' She flies from a and tiki 1 lie. ee 
« 'T 0 ſerye mad di iſeord i in the realms of night,” Fu 


Po yes Yeo, * aan, ol 


| Nees ME re. 


. Where too you may obſerve that = 
a, ſcordia demens of Virgil 1 is an exact 


tranſlation of the veg. , or 


Empedocles. | 


iv the Une t too Which immediately 
OY the forrows and mournful '// 
;  feries attending the ſoul s union with 
a material nature, are beautifully de- 


ſeribed. 


1 via, | Tartarei quæ rn 4 ad onde; ; WY 


Turbidus hic cæno vaſtaque voragine gurges | 
Aeſtuat, hors 1 omnem Tow WIFI arenam. * 


And whe! chen calls out to Kues 
to deſiſt from entering * farther, 


aud tells him, 
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« Here to reſide Slofive ſhades delight ; 
For nought dwells here but ſleep and drowſy night,” 


| Umbrarum hic eu eſt, omni Nocticque . 1 


5 Nothing c can more e aptly expreſs the 
| condition of the dark regions of body, 
into which the ſoul, en deſcending, . 
. -.. meets with nothing but ſhadows and 8 
dro\ * night : and by perſiſting in 
her ruinous courſe, is at length lulled ns 
into profound ſleep, and becomes _ 
„ -- =_ inhabitant of the Phantom abodes . 
n=” of the dead. & 


5 ws 3 now 7 paſſod o over ks 5 
88 lake, meets with the three- 5 
. monſter Cerberus, the guar- _ 

| | LOW. 95 dian of theſe infernal abodes : Le 


1 1 : Tandem trans rde incolumis vatemque virumque : ER 
I nformi limo glaucaque exponit in ulva. „ 
. Cerberus hæc ingens latratu regna trifauci . 
5 8 Perſonat, pdrerio recubans i immanis in lantro. "IF : 


Where by Cab we ſt ner 
ſtand che diſcriminative * of che 


— . —ß—— ee Ts 


E 


ſoul, of which a dog, on account of 2 
{ ſagacity, is an emblem; and the 
three heads ſignify the triple diſtine- 
tion of this part, into the intelleAtive, + 


cogitative, and opinionative powers. — 


With reſpect to the three kinds * 
perſons deſcribed as ſituated on the : 
borders of the infernal realms, the 
poet doubtleſs intended by this enu- 
meration to repreſent to us the three 
moſt remarkable characters, who, 
5 though | not apparently deſerving « - 
85 puniſhment, are yet. each of them . 
ſimilarly merged in matter, A 
= ſequently | require a ſimilar degree 0 £ ” 
- purification. The perſons Heferibed ; 


are, as is well known, firſt, the ſouls „„ 
=_ infants ſnatched away by untimely „„ 
8 ends; ſecondly, ſuch as are condemn- EE 


ed to death unjuſtiy; and, thirdly, 5 
toſe who, weary of their lives, be- 

„ come guilty of ſuicide. And with „ 

! * to the firſt of theſe, or infants, 5 
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i theis canneRion with a material nature 


is obvious. The ſecond ſort, too, who 


are condemned to death unjuſtly, muſt | 

be ſuppoſed to repreſent the ſouls of 

men Who, though innocent of one 

- crime for which they were wrongfully 
puniſhed, have, notwithſtanding, been 
guilty of many crimes, for which they 5 
1 receiving proper chaſtiſement in 
Hades, i. e. thropgh a profound union 
with a material nature. And the third 
En ſort, or ſuicides, though apparently Op 
EE. ſeparated from body, "have, only ex- . 
cChanged one place for another of a = 
. nature; ſince a conduct of ths | 
3 kind, according to the arcana of divine bt 
philoſophy, Fi iy of ſeparating me 
ſoul from body, only reſtores it . 
- condition perfectly correſpondent to — 
0 its former inclinations and habits, la- _ .> 
be mentations and Woes. But if we ex- : 3 
amine this affair more profoundly, we | 


ſhall find that theſe three characters 


"I 


1 


are july hol i in the ſame Sindh, 
| becauſe the reaſon of puniſhment is in 


each equally obſcure. For is it nota | 


Juſt matter of doubt, why the ſouls 
of infants ſhould be puniſhed? And is 
it not equally dubious and wonderful 

why thoſe who have been unjuſtly 
condemned to death in one period of - 
* exiſtence ſhould be puniſhed 1 in ano-. 
Y : N ther ? And as to ſuicides, Plato in his — 

: Phædo ſays, that the Prohibition * 8 FO) 27 1 4 
this crime in. the amoppiſſe i is a profound 1 | 
85 doctrine, and not eaſy to be under- 
ſtood. Indeed the true cauſe why the 

; two firſt of theſe charactrs are in Ha- 

3 85 des, can only be obtained from regard- 5 

_. mg 4 prior ſtate of exiſtence, 7 JEN 
veying which, the latent juſtice = 
5 puniſhment will be manifeſtly reveal- 
ea; the apparent inconſiſtencies i wthe. 
a dminiſtration of providence fully _ - 

L | conciled ; and the doubts concermng 
= the wiſdom of i its proceedings entirely - 
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1 * 1 


diffolved. And as to the laſt of theſe, 


or ſuicides, fince the reaſon of their 


_ puniſhment, and why an action of 
this kind is in general highly attro- 
cious, is extremely myſtical and ob- 
ſcure, the following ſolution of this 
difficulty will, no doubt, be gratefu ly 
received by the Platonic reader, as the 
Whole of it is no where elſe to be 
found but in manuſcript. Olympio- 
; dous, then, a moſt learned and excel- 
8 lent commentator on Plato, in his 
commentary on that part of the Phæ- 
do where Plato ſpeaks of the prohi- 
L bition i of ſuicide 1 in the areppiſa, ob- 
ſerves as follows: <+ The argument,“ . 
fays he, which Plato employs in 
a this place againſt ſuicide is derived 
from the Orphic mythology, i 5 


8 which four kingdoms are — 
40 


ted: the firſt of Heaven, whom. 


thi Saturn aſſaulted, cutting olf the 


nn of his father. . N But after 


«a 


66 
| 66 


& 


| : 66 


= 


66 


N 


6 


46 


1 


Saturn, e ſucceeded to the 
government of the world, having | 


hurled his father into Tartarus. = 
And after Jupiter, Bacchus roſe to 
light, who, according to report, 
was, through the ſtratagems of Ju- 
no, torn in pieces by the Titans, by 
whom he was ſurrounded, and who 


afterwards taſted his fleſh : but Ju- ä 


er enraged at the deed, hurled 
his thunder at the guilty offenders . 
« and conſumed them to aſhes. Hence 
a certain matter being formed from 
the vapour of the ſmoke aſcending 
„ from their burning bodies, out of Das 
this mankind were produced. It i 1 
« unlawful therefore, to deſtroy our- 
G ſelves, not as the words of Plato 
4. ſeem to import, becauſe we are 8 
body, as in a priſon, ſecured buy 
guard ; (for this is evident, and | 
Plato would not have called ſuch ; 


"Wa an aſſertion arcane) but becauſe our 


1 


; C 36 1 
4 body is Dionyfiacal, or tis property 


of Bacchus: for we are a part of 


& this god, ſince we are compoſed 
from the vapours of the Titans wo 
„ taſted his fleſh. Socrates, there- 


« fore, fearful of diſcloſing the arcane | KM 
8 part of this narration, adds nothing 


more of the fable but that we are 


placed as in a certain priſon ſecured 


5 « by a guard: but the interpreters 8 


« relate the fable openly.“ Ka eg. Jo 
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c coder. After this he beautifully 1 
obſerves, « That theſe four govern- 
= ments obſcurely ſignify the different 
1 gradations of virtues, according to 1 
which our foul contains the ſym- 1 
1 bols of all the virtues, both theo- FE 
L 4+ retical and cathartical, political and 
| « ethical; for it either energizes ac- 
5 cording to the theoretic virtues, the 
(6. paradigm of which is the govern- 5 
ment of heaven, that we may beginn 
0; from « on | high ; and on this a account 
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Kolber receives its denomination 


ff WT apa Tou Ja avw pay, from beholding 155 
ce the things above or it lives . | 


4 thartically, the exemplar of which 


eis the Saturnian kingdom ; and on 
e this account Saturn is denominated, 
4 from being a pure intellect, through 
WS ſurvey . himſelf; and hence Ks : 
6 15 faid to devour his own offspring, : 
TR ſgnifying the converſion of himſelf 0 


to himſelf: — or it energizes ac- - 
+ cording to the politic virtues, the 


- ſymbol of which is the govern 


* ment of Jupiter; and hence Jupi- . 
% ter is the Demiurgus, ſo called 


om operating about ſecondary na- 


« tures :—or the ſoul energizes ac- 


„ cording | to both the ethical and _ 9 


phyſical vir tues, the ſymbol 0 f | 
which is the kingdom of Bacchus ; 1 
Fe | and on this account he 1s fabled — 


© be torn in pieces by the Titans, N 
Þ becauſe the virtues d not follow . 


* 


1%} 


* but are ſeparated from each mw 
Air, (lege aol Je Jo dage- 
| .povs Ca dh or api ca ag N nuf eg 
1 n c ee are ard oa 
Toop Je men, % va daglirov, 0 TOM 
Duc, mv, H ya xα Jas Jewpy- 1 
Taxa evegyes ov Tapederyue 1 Job . 
Gage, wa even er ag afre D, 0% 0 ou | 
| gavos cia. Tapes Jou Ja avw op. Hu 
- Jag meg Gn, 1 ragadei lia 1 xgoveucs | S- N ON a 
9 ot, do 0 eros Oey olov 6  K0goveug OD 
5 J wy Jie Jo £2U]oy o Aw 9 neem | = 
7 cee venmneſa Aryl, g %% ges ; : 
ec]oy eie ον H xa Jag Tomas "ED 
| ouuConov 1 Jou diog Canaan, Joo. % e 8 
ouvpyog 0 Crug, ws * Ja Nei eg Evegywy, yy, 
H xaſe Jas nina; x) Puoma; ſacs wn 8 
cu 1 Jo Grovuoou Ce, 00 5 
eraga c a, Id]. ove. aiſauchcu douen * „ 
ig as ageſal. And thus far Olym- „ 
piodorus; in Which paſſages it is 
neceſſary to obſerve, that as the Ti- 
tans are the ultimate artificers of 
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1 things, and the moſt. proximate to 


their fabrications, men are ſaid to be 
compoſed from their fragments, be- 


cauſe the human ſoul has a partial life 5 


— capable of proceeding to the moſt ex 


treme diviſion united with its proper 


nature. And while the ſoul 1 = md : 


Nate of ſervitude to the body, ſhe 


lives confined, as it were, in bonds, 


through the dominion of this Titanical 


| life. We may obſerve farther con- e 


© cerning theſe ſhews of the leſſer myſ- 8 
tries, that as they were intended to 
ns repreſent the condition of the ſoul 


Lo while ſubſervient to the body, , we ſhall 


find that a liberation from this ſervi- 9 


. tude, through the cathartic virtues, | 
was what the wiſdom of the antients 


intended to ſignify by the deſcent of 5 


Hercules, Ulyſſes, &c., into Hades, 5 


| and their ſpeedy return from its dax 
 abodes. . Hence,” fays Proclus in 


: Plat. 8 air P. 5 % Hercules being 


i purified by ſacred initiations, and 
enjoying undefiled fruits, obtained 
: .% at length a perfect eſtabliſhment 


Bu? among the gods: that . well 8 


6 


* 


knowing the dreadful condition of his 
9 5 ſoul while in captivity to a corporeal 1 
nature, and purifying . 


ing to the cathartic virtues, of which 
certain purifications in the myſtic cere- 


monies were ſymbolic, he at length 


fled from the bondage of matter, and 


= aſcended | beyond the reach of her 


= hands. On this account, it is aid of 
ia, that 


He ara the three-mouth'l dog to upper day; ; 5 


intimating that by temperance, conti- . 


nence, and the other virtues, he drew — 
upwards the intellective, cogitati 1 


- -» and opinionative part of the ſoul. And 


= as to Theſeus, who is repreſented ass 
. ſuffering eternal puniſhment in Hades, 1 


Ts a ye muſt conſider him too as an | alle- 1 


L 42 ] 
_ gorical character, of which Proclus, 
in the above-cited admirable work, 


p- 384, gives the following beautiful , 
planation: < Theſeus and Pirithous,” 
 fays he, © are fabled to have raviſhed 
Helen, and deſcended to the infer- 
44 nal regions, i. e, were lovers both *_ 
of intelligible and viſible beauty; 

08 afterwards one of theſe, (Theſeus) 5 
on account of his magnanimity, 8 

> ol was liberated by Hercules from 
5 Hades; but the other (Pirithous) 5 
DE... remained there, becauſe he could . 
not ſuſtain the arduous altitude = 
64 divine contemplation.“ * This ac- 5 
5 count, indeed, of Theſeus, can — __ 
means be reconciled y with th Virgil We 


- fedes, wtermymque ſetbir, 4 : | 0 . : 


felis : Theſes, 1 


| Nor 4 1 fn how Virgil c. can We 3 | 
ciled with himſelf, who, a little before 5 = 


5 this, repreſents * as liberated * 


tw1i 


i Hades. The conjecture theteftits of 
Hyginus is moſt probable, that Virgil 


in this particular committed an over- 
ſight, which, had he lived, he would 
5 doubtleſs have detected, and amended. 


This is at leaſt much more probable 


than the opinion of Dr. Warburton, 
that Theſeug was a living character, 


who once entered into aw Eleuſinian : 


myſteries by force, for which he was f 
impriſoned upon earth, and afterwards E: 


damned in the infernal realms. For 


jf this was the caſe, why | is not Her- | 


_ cules alſo repreſented. as in puniſh- | 
ment? and this with much greater 


reaſon, ſince he actually ragged Cer- : 


5 : berus from Hades ; whereas the fabu- Os 
lous deſcent of Theſeus was attended i 


with no real, but only intentional, 


” miſchief — Not to mention that Virgil 


7” appears to be the only writer of anti- | 


T qiy who condemns. this bero to an . 


. eternity vr” — VV 


— 


40 


no 0 7 


4 


4 
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Nor is the ſecret meaning of the 
fuables concerning the puniſhment on 
Z impure ſouls leſs beautiful and. pro- 

found, as the following extract from 
_ manuſcript commentary of Olym- 
piodorus on the e. of Plato will 

. abundantly affirm: . Ulyſſes,“ ſays 5 
he, „ deſcending into Hades, ſaw, 


. 


among others, Syſiphus, and Titius, 


and Tantalus: and Titius he 1 Z 
ly ing on the earth, and a vulture | =_ 
devouring his liver; the liver figni- | 
fying that he lived ſolely according 


to the deſiderative part of his na- 
5 < ture, and through this was indeed | 
« internally 3 but earth ſigni- | 
„ fying the terreſtrial a = | 
=... prudence, But Syſiphus, living LN 
2 under the dominion of ambition and — | 
anger, was employ: edi in continually 5 


« rolling a ſtone up an eminence, 


46 becauſe it perpetually deſcended Y = 


again; i Its s deſcent upplying the Wir 


(„ 


„ 
40 


6 


| 55 n % 90 „ or. F714 To emiJuprico ov le- 5 
beg enge, 2 d Joiſo £0wW ooiligeſo. H & 
1 7 A 10 e ehe eee. 0 . EZ = 
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cious government of himſelf; and 
his rolling the ſtone, the hard, re- 

fractory, kn; as it were, rebound- 5 
ing condition of his life. And, 
laſtly, he ſaw Tantalus extended 
by the ſide of a lake, and that there 

was a tree before him, with abun- 


« dance of fruit on its branches, 


„ 


„ which he deſired to gather, but it 


% vaniſhed from his view; and this 


indeed indicates, that he lived =_ 


2 « der the dominion of the phantaſy 1 
but his hanging over the lake, and | 
in vain attempting to drink, implies 
the eluſive, humid, and rapidly- . 
„ oliding condition of ſuch a e. 
0 Oer Hude ig ado, ods Jov cu . 
| pov, 9 Je- rien, 9 Tov. raiſab. Ka. 
rox lier Tuoy, en]; Ye «de eipeevon, = 
: on To Tag al 10 Nen yup. 1 ler ouy | | 
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- mt xala Jo elo, 8 ö . 
Frag eb Jov NN, Y r vaſſepegev, 
 emeide S. au)o Ko] appes, 0 r, TON 
bah. i Ai No 9e ex UAL, dn To TRKANOV, 
of, auuriſumrov Tus alſou Cong, Tov de rie- 
Non eidey en N (lege .key) % FR ev der- : 
WY, dees 10 av omg 0 mocks TEUYar, E N f 
pavers 6 7e%h ng . ort. Touſo de on. Z 
| Pauves 71 naſa oil Comp. Ade. % 
© . Jo Y, % du, 9 dar- 1 
5 Jove TT AVOfhevoy. 80 that according to N . 
the wiſdom of the antients, and the 
moſt ſublime philoſophy, the miſery 5 © | 
: Which a ſoul endures. in the preſent ; 
life, when giving itſelf up to the do- Fl 
minion of the irrational part, is nok 
thing x more than the commencement, 1 
as it were, of that torment which 3 
will experience hereafter : 1. torment 
the fame in kind though different i = 
— degree, as it will be much more dread- e 
0 vehement, and extended. And = £ 
8 We the above ſpecimen, the reader 3 
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may perceive how infinitely ſuperior 
the explanation which the Platonic 
_ philoſophy affords of theſe fables is to 


the frigid and trifling interpretations 


of den and other modern mytholo- 
giſts; who are able indeed to point 
out their correſpondence to ſomething. 


in the natural or moral world, ne 5 
ſuch is the wonderful connection of 


125 things, that all things. ſympathize 
with all, but are at the ſame time 


ignorant that theſe fables were com- So 


>; piled: by men divinely wiſe, vo i 
: framed them after the model of the 


higheſt originals, from the contem- _ 


5 plation of real and permanent being, 


and not from regarding the deluſive 


and fluctuating objects of ſenſe. This, 0, - 


indeed, will be evident to every in- 


genuous mind, from reflecting that 
theſe wiſe men univerſally Wits FE 1 
Hades as commencing in the preſent 
= lite, (as we have already abundantly 0 


191 


85 proved, * and that, conſequently, ſenſe 
is nothing more than the energy of 

the dormant ſoul, and a perception, 

as it were, of the deluſions of dreams. 

In conſequence of this, it is abſurd 


in the higheſt degree to imagine that 
ſuch men would compoſe fables from 


| the contemplation of ſhadows only, 


without regarding the ſplendid origi 
nals from which theſe dark phantoms : 


were produced: — not to mention that 
their harmonizing ſo much more per- 


N fectly with intellectual explications is = = 
an indiſputable proof that they were = 


derived from an intellectual ſource. . 


” hs lefler 2 or hs aud part we 


_ theſe ſacred inſtitutions, | which was : 
properly denominated read and Hui, z 


„ containing certain perfective —_— 


£ and appearances, and the tradition of . 
ſacred 2 previouſly neceſſary | 


i147 


to the inſpeRion. of the moſt ſplendid 
viſions, or eroneαe For thus the 
graduation of the myſteries; is diſpoſed 
by Proclus in Theol. Plat. lib. . 


* The ßerſective part,” ſays he, “pre- 


4. cedes Initiation, and initiation pO 
« cedes inſpeclim. Thponyeſas Yap, 1 
peev redn 7 laune e, aον os Tus eTomTr= 

f Jing. At the ſame time it is proper ; 


to obſerve, that the whole buſineſs of 


. initiation was diſtributed into five parts, 5 
„ as we are informed by Theo of Smyr- 5 

. na, in Mathemat. p. 18, who thus 

= elegantly. compares philoſophy to theſe 

= myſtic Fü: Again, ſays J be, 

. philoſophy may be called the 1 initia- 

. tion into true ſacred ceremonies, 
and the tradition of genuine myſ- 

« teries; for there are five parts ß 
e initiation: the firſt of which is 
1 previous purgation; for neither are 

( the myſteries communicated to all 
Who are willing to receive them; 
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cc 
are prevented by the voice of the 
cryer, ſuch as thoſe who poſleſs 
Do. impure hands and an inarticulate 
voice; ſince it is neceflary that 


© ſuch as are not expelled from the 


66 


=” 


66 


rites f. acceeds. 
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but there are certain characters who 


« myſteries ſhould firſt be refined by 
certain purgations: but after pur- _ 


« gation, the tradition of the ſacred 


The third part is 
denominated inſpection. And the 


; fourth, which is the end and deſign 


« of inſpeRtion, is the binding of the | 


„ head and fixing the crowns; «tr 
„that the initiated may, by this 


, mans, be enabled to communicate 


4 10 others the ſacred rites in which | 
: he has been inſtructed; whether 8 


s after this he becomes a torch bearer, 
or an interpreter of the myſteries, _ 


* or ſuſtains ſome other part of the | 
But the fifth, | 


Sp + which is» produced fi from all _— - 


. 


ſacerdotal office. 


- os 


6c 


1 


. 


"66 


I; 


"a 


5 3 


1 


is friendſhip with divinity, and the 
_* enjoyment of that felicity which 
ariſes from intimate converſe with 


the gods. Similar to this is the 


tradition of political reaſons ; for, in 
66 


the firſt place, a certain purgation 


3 precedes, or an exerciſe i in convenient 
mathematical diſciplines from early 
youth. For thus Empedocles aſſerts, 15 
that it is neceſſary to be purified 


from ſordid concerns, by drawing 


= from five fountains, with a veſſel 


« of indiſſoluble braſs : : but Plato, 5 


+l 
_ 
£6 


” 


8 


10 that purification is to be derived | 
0 from the five mathematical diſci- 


98 plines, Viz. from arithmetic, ge- 5 


ometry, ſtereometry, muſic, and 5 
* aſtronomy; but the philoſophical 9 
N tradition of theorems, logical, po- „ 
6 « litical, and phyſical, is ſimilar to 


— 28 initiation. But he (that i "Wo Plato,) | . 
E denen . or r infpottion, . 


5 122 
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« true beings, and ideas. But he 
„ confiders the binding of the head, 
„ and coronation, as anal vu to the 4 


power which any one receives from 


c his inſtructors, of leading others to 
the ſame contemplation. And the 
64 fifth gradation is, the moſt perfect 


« felicity ariſing from hence, and, 5 


according to Plato, an aſſimilation 


« to divinity, as far as is poſſible to 


. mankind.” But though emronſec, 


1 inſpection, principally characterized ; 


the greater myſteries, | yet this was x 
likewiſe accompanied with launcig, 8 


8 initiation, as wil be evident in the 7 


5 courſe of this | ha ben: 


BUT (few! us now 2 to . 


10 * doctrine of the greater myſteries: 1 
ä here 1 ſhall endeavour to prove, 


chat as the ſhews of the lefler myſte- A 


mis occultly hgnified the iniſcries oe 4 * 


= the foul while in ubje8tion to | is 


ſo thoſe of the greater a inti- 

mated, by myſtic and ſplendid viſions, 

the felicity of the ſoul both here and 
| hereafter, when purified from the de- 


flillements of a material nature, and 
5 conſtantly elevated to the realities of 


intellectual viſion. Hence, as the mY 
timate defign of the myſteries, accord- £ 


| ing ro Plato, was to lead us back to 


the principles from which we deſcend- 2 
de that 15,40 4: perfect enjoyment | "I 
5 intellectual good, the tradition of theſe 
principles Was doubtleſs one part of 
„ doctrine contained in the eToppiſſa, . 
| or ſecret diſcourſes; and the different AY. 
purifications exhibited in theſe rites, 3 
in conjunction with initiation and in- 


. ſpection, were ſymbols of the grada- 


tion of virtues requiſite to this re- 


. aſcent of the ſoul. And hangs: 200 | e 


11 this be the caſe, a repreſentation 1 


on” deſcent of the ſoul muſt certainly . 
” forma no inconſiderable Part of theſe | 5 
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myſtic ſhews; ; all which the follows 
ing obſervations will, 8 8 doubt not, F 
abundantly evince. pong 


1 ths firſt Oy RY hay is: 


mes of the greater myſteries occultly 
| ſignified the kelielty of the ſoul both 
e and hereafter, when ſeparated 
from the contagion of body, 1 is evident 
from what Yas been demonſtr ated | in „„ 
the former part of this diſcourſe : for | 
. if he who in the preſent life 1 is in ſub- . 0 
jection to bis irrational part is truly in 5 3 
Hades, he who is ſuperior to its do- 
minion 1s likewiſe an inhabitant of a 
place totally different from Hades. : 
Ik Hades therefore is the region of 1 
5 puniſhment and miſery, the purified „„ 
. ſoul muſt reſide | in the regions of blitssy | 
ge indeed, and ! heortclly, PN 


5. 


OE according | to 4 eise energy, in the 
5 next, | : This FO” admitted, let us 


FOE 


Xx» 1 


Oey to conſider the deſcription | 


which Virgil gives us of theſe fortu- 


nate abodes, and the latent ſignifca- 
tion which it contains. "\ Mons. and . 
his guide, then, having paſſed through = 
Hades, and ſeen Tartarus, or the a 
moſt profundity of a material nature, 
5 , advance to the Elyſian : 


| fields: 


"ER locos om: et amzna \ vireta MES. 
Fortunatorum nemorum, ſedeſque bes” Oe 
Largior hic campos æther et lumine veſtit 


. De; N ſup, ſua ſidera norunt. . 


| Now the ſecret meaning of theſs' joy- 8 
ful places is thus beautifully unfolded 3 
i by Olympiodorus 1 in his MS. Commen- 95 
tary on the Gorgias of Plato. 1 
- a" neceſſary to know,“ ſays he, 
that the fortunate iſlands are faid to 
._- ibs raiſed above the ſea; and hence 
% condition of being tranſcending e 
> this corporeal life od generation, 
.. 1s denominated the iſlands of the 7 
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bleſſed; but theſe are the Gd REY : 


o the Elyſian fields. And on this 
account Hercules i is reported to have 
accompliſhed his laſt labour in the 
„Heſperian regions; ſignifying by = 
this, that having vanquiſhed an ob- ; 
«6. ſeure and e life, he after · „ 
Wards lived | in open day, that 1 Wo. in £ 
cc 
-- 
_—_ exv]ege. UT Us. TI c T0Aeimy 
J. vreg rollo an 7 e 9 * vnn, _ 
4 1 : | 5 2 - faraεh⁰ν vnd ou r- ; ' Tavſov de e £54 » EW 


truth and reſplendent light.“ 


erdeveu 4 &% v vTegeur?Jouos | ins mT . 


o Mug edo. 1 Au 45 JoJo xz 0 LEED "x, 
Ax Texzu]avoy . NN & Tow EO re giolg bd 
: eon ao, aii raſrruucelo To ole x 8 
YYoviov ber, * AouTOv E mega, 0 Eg er „ 
. 4 Xx S. gu. . 80 that he who 1 — Tp 
5 the preſent ſtate vanquiſhes as much 1 
aãvs poſſible a corporeal life, through the 
exerciſe of the cathartic virtues, paſles | 5 
nin reality into the fortunate iſlands of 1 
3 the foul and lives ſurrounded with =: 


ol 


* bright ſplendours of truth 1 
Fi wiſdom 1 from the fun of 


4 5 _ 


Blut when the poet, in deſeribing 
5 the in of the © bleſſed, fas, 


Pars i in gramineis exercent 1 1 ; 
Contendunt ludo, et fulva luctantur arena: 
Pars pedibus plaudunt choreas, et carmina dicunt, 
Nec non Threicius longa cum veſte ſacerdos 
. Obloquitur numeris ſeptem diſcrimina vocum? nt oe. 
8 Tamque eadem digitis, jam pectine pulſat eburno. | 
Hic genus antiquum Teucri, pulcherrima ny 


Magnanimi heroes, nati melioribus anniss, — 


2, Iluſque, Aſſaracuſque, et Trojæ Dardanus auctor. 5 1 
| Arma procul, curruſque virum miratur inanis, 15 
Stant terra defixz haſtæ, paſſimque ſoluti 
Per campum paſcuntur equi. Quæ gratia curruum 1 
Armorumque fuit vivis, quæ cura nitentis . 
Paſcere equos, ea eadem ſequitur tellure repoſtos. 2 
Conſpicit, ecce alios, dextra lævaque per herbam Mo 
Veſcentis, lætumque choro Pzana canentis, 
Inter odoratum lauri nemus: unde ſuperne 
5 N Eridani . filvam volvitur a amnis, 


| This as not wks eos as if PL 
foul in i the regions ror felicity retained 
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: any affection for material concerns, or 
was engaged 1 in the trifling purſuits of 
a corporeal life; but that when ſepa- 


rated from generation, ſhe is conſtantly 
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engaged in panes es: Go ments; * 


5 of thi "wot acai 8 in 8 5 


ing the reſponſive dance of refined 
imaginations ; ; in tuning the ſacred 


if redet "wry ſtic piety to ſtrains of deific . 
1 fury. and ineffable delight; in eig 


: 0 free ſcope to the ſplendid and winged 7 


powers of the ſoul ; or in nourithibg NES 


„ intellect with the ſubſtantial fa. . 


1 . quets of intelligible food. Nor | is it 

ä Without reaſon that the river Eridanus . 
- repreſented as 1 through theſe 

delightful abodes; and is at the ſame 


time deen Plurimus, becauſe 1 


great part of it Was abſorbed in the _ 
- earth without emerging from thence Eo 
for a river is the ſymbol of life, et - 
5 conſequently ſignifies 1 in this Place the — 


#3 


nature of an \intelledual life, proceed- 5 


ing from on high, that is, from divi- 


nity itſelf, and gliding with prolific : 
energy through the occult and pro- | 


found receſſes of the foul. 


N alli certa 1 Luck habitamus opacis, | 
| Riparumque toros, et t prata r recentia rivis 
25 Incolimus. ek e : 


5 ts. ho. bleſſed 8 1 to n 
. particular habitation, the liberal con- 
dition of their exiſtence 1 is plainly ; _ 
plwVujed; fince they are entirely free 
from all material reſtraint, and puri- 
8 | fied from all inclination to the dark 
and cold tenement of body. The . 
ſhady g groves are ſymbols of the ſoul's 8 | 
retiring to the depth of her eſſence, 1 
1 and there, by a divinely ſolitary energy. 
HY e herſelf in the ineffable „ 


- But when, i in che following lines, | 
5 he 7 XP 


1 = 


I & }] 


principle of things. And the meadows 

are ſymbols of that prolific power of 

| the gods through which all the variety 
of reaſons, animals, and forms was 

produced, and which is here the re- 
freſhing paſture 8 and retreat of the li- 55 


berate foul. V 


But that the tradition of 1 princi- 


Hs ples from which the ſoul deſcended : 
formed a part of the facred myſteries 
z evident from Virgil; ; and that this 
Was accompanied with a viſion of theſe 0 
principles or gods, 1s no leſs certain, 18 3 
from the teſtimony of Plato, Apuleius, 5 
| and Proclus. The firſt part of this _ 


aſſertion is evinced by the following . 


= beautiful lines FO 


5 Principio 8 ac terras, campolque nene 1 
” Lucentemque globum lunæ, Titaniaque aſtra 
Spiritus intus alit, totamque infuſa per artus 


55 Mens agitat molem, et magno ſe corpore 1 lait . 
Inde hominum pecudumque genus, vitæque volantum, nes 
1 Et _ marmoreo o fert wonſtra ſub ane — * 


Seminibus, quantum non noxia corpora tardant, 


the Timæus of Plato, are Jupiter, or. 
"me Demiurgus, the mundane foul, = 


. Witch, erg . to ; the antient ths. | 


generation Dionyſiacally, as is evident 
5 0 Oly mpiodorus; and is ſtill more abun- | 
1 8 rious paſſage from the ſame author, 


„„ i Hs. comment on the Phædo = „ 


. Plato. 1 5 The foul, 5 ſays he, « de- 


. ; 61 4 


Jon elt olli vigor, et cæleſtis origo 


Terienique hebetant artus, moribundaque membra. : 
Tiki metuunt Aer pay — — 2 ; 
aan e | 

5 Depiciune clauſe tenebris et carcere ecco. 


For the ſources of the ul 8 Gilkkuse 1 
are alſo the principles from which it 
fell; and theſe, as we may learn from . 


Th and 40” . or mundane m_ 


ology, „is Bacchus, is principally cele- ” 
brated by the poet, and this becauſe 
the ſoul ! 18 particularly diſtributed | into 


from the preceding extracts from : 


dantly confirmed by the following cu- 
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« bf Ov Corically, or * ths man- 
v ner of Proſerpine, into generation, 
but 18 diſtributed into generation 
Z Dionyſiacally ; 3 and ſhe is bound in 
„„ body Prometheiacally and Titani- 
© cally: ſhe. frees herſelf therefore =. 
2 955 from its bonds by exerciſing the 5 
« ſtrength of Hercules; but ths. 18 
« colle&ed into one through the aſ- 
> ſiſtance of Apollo and the ſaviour 
Minerva, by philoſophizing in a 
4 manner truly cathartic.” 3 Or. nopi= 8 
=_”” fee £45 ve Ka] earuy 1 1 Wx. Alu- . 
cααο , bY pepigeau vero Tus VE 6g. . e- - 
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5 1 Tara, Evvaupss de d. E h Ins c- 
ee aeg, 23 To oil. poco 2 
| Fours, The poet, however, intimates 

95 1 other cauſes of che ſoul $ exiſtence, 

* he fays, . 
| Iyneus eſt ollis vigor, « er euer * 


Tt 63 T 
which evidently altuides: to the fowing > 
of ſouls ! into generation, mentioned in 

the Timæus. And from hence the 
reader will caſily perceive the extreme 
ridiculouſneſs of Dr. Warburton's ſyſ 
tem, that the grand ſecret of the myſ- 
teries conſiſted in expoſing the errors 
of Polytheiſm, and in teaching the 
: doctrine of the unity, or the exiſtence 
of one deity alone. For he might as 
well have ſaid, that the great ſecret 


conſiſted in teaching a man how, GE 
writing notes on the works of a poet, 


i he cies become a bi Hop! But So 


by no means wonderful that men who © 


3 not the ſmalleſt conception of 955 
” the true nature of the gods; who 5 


| have perſuaded themſelves that they 


were only dead men deified ; and who 78 
20 meaſure the underſtandings of the = 


: tients by their own, thus be led to | 


fabricate a + Oils fo n, and 1 5 


TW 1 3 
abſurd. b the ſophiſtry through 


out his whole treatiſe | is polpetenk, | Rn 


and every where exhibits to our view _ 


£1 the leading features of a Chriſtian 


prieſt in complete perfection; I mean 
conſummate arrogance, united with a 
profound ignorance of antient wiſdom, 
and blended with matchleſs hypocriſy 
| and fraud. For, indeed, from the 
_ earlieſt of the: fathers, down to the 


moſt modern and vile plebeian teacher 
among the Methodiſts, the ſame cha- | 


85 racter diſplays itſelf, and is alike pro- ; 


- ductive of the ſame deplorable miſ- 


chief to the real welfare of mankind. 


ut it is neceſſary that impiety ſhould Ds 


ſometimes prevail on the earth 3 - 
185 though at the ſame time, it is no leſs 


E neceſſary that its conſequent maladies 
ſhould be lamented and ſtrenuouſiy 


EL reſiſted by my n lovewof » vir- ; 
. . > ae truth. 369} | 


18 } 


But that this tradition was accom- 
panied with a viſion of the cauſes | 
from which the ſoul deſcended, is evi- 


dent from the expreſs teſtimony, in 
the firſt place, of Apuleius, who thus 


deſcribes his initiation into the myſte- 


— 5 


tries. Accefſi confinium mortis; et . 
ale Proſerpinæ limine, per aw 
nia vectus elementa remeavi. Nocte 
media vidi ſolem candido coruſcan- 
tem lumine, devs inferos, et deos —_ 
| peros. 5 Acceſh coram, Et adoravi =_ 
proximo *. That is, Tapproach- 

; ed the confines of death; and tread- ; 
ing on the threſhold of Proſerpine, 5 
and being carried through all the 
elements, I came back again to _ 
priſtine ſituation. In the depths of _ 
midnight I ſaw the ſun glittering 55 


% with a ſplendid light. together with „ 
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4 to theſo divinities 8 near, : 
«] paid the tribute of devout adora- 7 
And this is no leſs evidently 
; implied by Plato in the Phædrus, who 
thus deſcribes the felicity of the virtu- 
ous ſoul prior to its deſcent, in a beau- 
tiful alluſion to the arcane vitions of the 
myſteries. | KNA e che 1 ide Ac | 
RM 98 oe our eudal aon ofen peexopice oy 
1 Te 6 Year ET0pevor Keb Ae % Met, A- 5 
1 N⁰ '% 4 * Jewy, 600 Je. 3. fJexout]e ny 
0h TEAETWV mv Jews Ne panned] m op- : 
T4 yuadouey ch ler lol oi es, 9 r - 
| 07 KAXWY 07% UGG EV ve ene vreſue· "=" 
5 | vev. OnoxAnpe J. 2 a 2 pee "= 7 
cuba P fbοEοiẽZ Js 0 eon eu- 
1 0VJeg eU auyn. u. N pf x ND ois 5 a- . 
par TouTQU 0 voy 0 cf Tepipepoſle "0 
os | ovoeroppey oF prov Tporrov beleopeuperm— 
That is, But it was then lawful 
0 ſurvey the moſt ſplendid beauty, 
"07 when we obtained, _ together with 


| « that bleſſed choir, this happy viſion | 
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and contemplation. And we in- 
deed enjoyed this bleſſed ſpeQacle 
together with Jupiter; but omers 
in conjunction with. ſome other 
god; at the ſame time being initi- 
ated in thoſe myſteries, white .- WW 
lawful to call the moſt bleſſed of all 
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1 myſteries. And theſe divine Orgies 
„ were celebrated by us, while we 
* poſſeſſed the proper integrity of our 


nature, and were freed from the 
. moleſtations of evil which awaited No 
us in a ſucceeding period of tine. 


„ Likewiſe, in conſequence of this 


divine initiation, we became Jpec- 7 


4. Zators of entire, ſimple, immove- 


3 able, and bleſſed viſions, reſident 5 
„ in a pure light; and were our- _ 
66,:\elves: pure and immaculate, | and 1 
* liberated from this ſurrounding veſt- 
AR % meut, which we denominate body, EY 45 
* and to which we are now bound . 
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chis beautiful pallage Proclus leeres, | 


in Theol. Plat. lib. 4, p. 193, That 


*. iutiation and. infpeftion are {ymbols . 
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« with myſtical natures, through in- 
Ne telligible viſions.” Ka- ap LE LET 


Nou, 26, Tas. pos Ia javenees Sree run voor 


: g gerne evorewg, Now, from all this, 


_ gain ſome raviſhing glim 


. it nod be wfegre, thas the moſt fub- 0 


of ineffable ſilence, and of union e 


1 eronfſe, T7; app oryns eg e | 


„ ame 3 eee ae e Ay = . 


ttt this was ſymbolical of thoſe 5 3 | 
5 | | tranſporting viſions, which. the virtu- 1 
ous ſoul will conſtantly enjoy in af. 
ture ſtate z and of which it is able to i 


Hy 


while connected with ib cumbrous I 


veſtment of ys en 5 via 


We” - Bag that cb was eh the — 1 
1 > evident . ao —— * 1 


TY: 


vocal delta of Proclus in Plat. 
Repub. P- 380. Ey aTATt TG TENETS 
| c To pug mpors, 04 Yeo roh Arg pev S 
ro ore proppag, FoAa de ut 
| Sad H [ovTes PaWYTHL N role fue aru- ” 
TWTOY GUT WV. po ED pg, Tore ds 1,42 
= avb puree Mopen ccf Tc Hey, Toe E |: 
eig @AAGI0v TUTOL π,inSↄu bg. i. e. In 
„ initiations and myſteries, the 
= «* gods exhibit many forms of them. _ 
„ ſelves, and appear in a variety = 
"fi ſhapes: and ſometimes, indeed, an . 
„ unfigured light of themſelves . 
b beld forth to the view; ſometimes . 
5 this light is figured according oe 
+. human form, and ſometimes it pro 
E ceeds into a different ſhape.” bis 
doqctrine, too, of divine appearances in 
the myſteries, is clearly confirmed by : 
+ Plotinus, Ennead. 1. lib. 6. p- 5 — 
Ennead. 9. lib. 9. p. 700. And, in 1 
1 5 mort, that magical evocation formed 
: * of the facerdotal office in the 5 
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myſteries, and that this was univer- 
Gly believed by all antiquity, long 
1 before the æra of the latter Platoniſts, | 
zs plain from the teſtimony of Hippo- op 
crates, or at leaſt Democritus, in his 
Treatiſe de Morbo Sacro. p. 86, wot - . 
For ſpeaking of thoſe who attempt to 
cure this diſeaſe by magic, he ob-. 
ſerves: . © vag oehquy TE xabeupes, Kat 1 
Mu- apangur, Nef Te Ka FULTE —_ 
e, uu opCpovs 3 Ka ai, xas NN _ 
: — can pv Ka vv ot v ah Ja Jour Tpo- 3 
4 To: Tara emidexorrou ergo Ni, ert Xa 1 
1 £ TEAETON, ere au a ann Twog — 
5 opens 1 feder ©&01v bio. TE cv ot rab- 
1 erirndeuorres Sc Cee 6. Ye Joxeouos. 
%. A. i. e. For if they profeſs them-' 
«© ſelves able to draw down the moon, Z 
to obſcure the ſun, to produce tor 
„my and pleaſant weather, as like- 5 
a © wiſe, ſhowers of rain, and heats, 
. 45 and to render the ſea and the earth 
mY. barren, and to acoomplith- ye 
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6 hey derive this knowledge from 
© the Myſteries, or from ſome other 
inſtitution or meditation, they ap- 
a pear to me to be 1 ne from the 
ſtudy of ſuch concerns.” From al! 
| which it is eaſy to fee, how egregi- 
ouſly Dr. Warburton was miſtaken, 
When, | in p. 231 of his Divine Lega- 
tion, he en, 3 that the light =_ 
« held in the myſteries, was nothing 
« more n an illuminated image 5 
which the ee bad m 
i + putified.” are I 


75 
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. But * is likewiſe. no neo miſtaken, | 
in n transferring the injunction g given in 
one of the magic oracles of Zoroaſter, 
do the buſineſs of the Eleuſinian myſ- „ 
5 teries, and in perverting the meaning 
of the Oracle's admonition, | For thus 
Cs 
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5 That i is, ne not the ſelf- YI 
e cuous image of Nature, for you ___. | 
not behold theſe things before your 
« body has received the Pt - 
; 4 neceſſary to initiation.” — Upon 1 
0 which he obſerves, © that the felfe 
* | conſpicuous i 1mage Was only a diffu ve : 
„ « ſhining hight, as the name partly de- 
„ clares x. But this is a piece of 
groſs ignorance, from which he might 
_ Mes been freed by an attentive peruſal 
of Proclus on the Timæus of Plato: 
"2 for ! in theſe truly divine Commentaries - 
we learn, © that the moon is the cauſe = 
4 of nature to mortals, and the ſe if | 
— conſpicuous image of fontal nature. 
1 Leb vvy f alia 7⁰¹ Juno Ine Quoews, 70 19 5 
aten ayahuea euTu Th; TY; urews, | z 
ien ap. 260. 4 If . reader i 18 de- 1 


1 8 eee 231. 5 


In] 


firous of knowing what we are to un- 


derſtand by the fontal nature of which 
the moon is the image, let him attend 
to the following information, derived | 
from a long and deep ſtudy of the an- 


- tient theology : for from hence I have 


learned, that there are many divine 

flountains contained in the eſſence of 
the demiurgus of the world; gl and that 

= among theſe there are three of a very * 

| diſtinguiſhed rank, viz. the fountain : 
of fouls, or Juno, the fountain of vir- 

. tues, or Minerva, and the fountain of 5 

” nature, or Diana. This laſt fountain ” 

-. immediately depends onthe vivige ©  _— 
goddeſs Rhea; and was aſſumed by . 

5 che Demiurgus among the reſt, as 1 

n to the prolific production of 
hauimſelf. And this information will 

. enable us beſides to explain the mean - 5 1 

| ing of the following paſſages i in Apu- 

„ 7 which, from not being under- . 

„ ſtood, have induced the moderns 1 to = 


FT 31 
1 1 
55 Fo 


. 1 


? 4% 4 
41 
„ „„ 


> : 
Z * — = 
- 57 : = 
: : - >. n 
— AG AA Ines 1 r | 
H—_—_— —_—————— acting = , 
> 22 3 8 — 8 2 ak nt th * 5 - FT, "0... a K 


1 2 E 
— og 
TEE ny < In 
Votes — — * 

— - 


— 31 
72 . 1 
y [4 4 
\ F 
N I x) 
*F 
i I; v3 
þ ] | 
„ IR 
q i" 1 
n 
N „ 
44 
o _ a j 4 
FR 3 
4 5 f 
2 


— Ros 


Tl 


= believe that Apuleius acknowledged 
but one deity alone. The firſt of theſe 
paſſages is in the beginning of the _ 
cleventh book of his Metamorphoſis, 55 
in which the divinity of the moon is 
repreſented. as addreſſing him in this 
| ſublime manner: En W tuis com- 
mota, Luci, precibus, rerum Natura 
parens, elementorum omnium domina, 
| feculorum progenies initialis, ſumma 1 
numinum, regina Manium, prima ca-> | 
— litum, Deorum Dearumque facies uni- . ; 
13 formis: que cæli luminoſa culmina, 5 
5 maris ſalubria flamina, in ferorum . 2 
plöworata filentia nutibus meis diſpenſo : ; 
cujus numen unicum, multiformi es 
Cie, ritu vario, nomine multijugo to- 
tus veneratur orbis. Me primigenii 
5 Phryges Peſſinunticam nominant De- 
aq matrem. Hinc Autochthones A-. 
. tici Cecropiam Minervam; . line fluc- 27 
tuantes Cyprii Paphiam 3 15 
„ Cretes fagirtiferi Didyunam: Dianam; 5 
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ſenerem: . 
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5 Siculi trilingues Stygiam — 


leuſinii vetuſtam Deam Cererem : 


Junonem alii, alii Bellonam, alii He- 
caten, Rhamnuſiam alii. Et qui naſ- 


cCentis dei Solis inchoantibus radiis il- 


luſtrantur, Athiopes, Arriique, priſ- 


caque doctrina pollentes Agyptii 9 . 


rimoniis me prorſus Ppropris | perco- 


5 lentes appellant vero nomine reginam 


| Iſidem. 5 That 1 is, „ Behold, Lucius, i 


{= 0 moved with thy ſupplications, = a 


* preſent; I, who am Nature, the 


parent of things, queen. of all the 
i; 


elements, initial progenitor of ages, 
the greateſt of divinities, queen of 


66 


„ rule by my nod the luminous heights 
& of the heavens, the ſalubrious We „„ 
| e of the ſea, and the deplorable. 8 
e lences of the infernal regions; and 


5 « whoſe divinity, in itſelf but one, is 5 


departed ſpirits, the firſt of the 
. celeſtials, and the uniform e 
Vance of gods and goddeſſes: who 
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| JENNY by all the . accord - 
ing to a multiform ſhape, various 


© rites, and different appellations.— | 5 


Hence the primitive Phrygians call i 


me Peſſinuntica, the mother of the 


* gods; the native Athenians, Cecro- 
e Minerva; the floating Cypri- 


ans, Paphian Venus; the arrows 


bearing Cretans, Dictynnian Diana; 


_ three-tongued Sicilians, Stygian 5 
Proſerpine; and the inhabitants of 
„ Eleuſis, the antient goddeſs Ceres. 7, 
. Some again have invoked me as 3 — 


Juno, e as Bellona, others as : 
Hecate, and others as Rhamnuſia: 2 
and thoſe Who are enlightened A TY 
the emerging rays of the riſing 


ol ſun, the Fthiopians, Arüans, and = 


"PP gy Plone: POET: in anten 1 
e nity with ceremonies perfectly pro- = 
per, call me by a true appellation | 2 


- $ dame Iſs,” . And, » Again i. in anche : 


2 14 lem, regis mundum, calcas Tarta- 


- 06 


„rum. Tib reſpondent ſidera, gau- 
dent numina, redeunt tempora, len. 
5 „ Phat: is, 
ne ſupernal gods reverence A 
and thoſe in the realms beneath at- 
tentively obſerve thy nod. Thou . 
rolleſt the heavens round the ſteady = 


it. 


7 << poles, doſt illuminate the ſun, go- e 
e 0vern the world, and tread on the _ 
e realms of Tartarus. The ''" 
„ move reſponſive to thy command, 
the gods rejoice in thy divinity, "7. 
hours and ſeaſons return by thy 7 
appointment, and the elements re- 
e verence thy decree.” ; To 
Sn dy follows, if we conſider it as ad- = 
dreſſed to the fontal deity of nature, . 
; ſubſiſting in the Demiurgus, and which 
77 is the exewplar 0 of that nature e which 
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4 viunt elementa, &c.“ 
46 
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whics of the ſame book, 15 ſays of the 


moon: Te Superi colunt, obſervant 
. 


Inferi: tu rotas orbem, luminas So- 


For all this 
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55 
flouriſhes in the lunar orb, and 
throughout the material world, and 
from which the deity itſelf of the 


5 moon originally proceeds. Hence, Ws 


this fountain immediately depends on 5 
the vivißc goddeſs Rhea, the reaſon is 


obvious, why it was formerly wor- 


fſhipped as the mother of the gods: "= 
and as all the mundane are ee 


in the ſuper· mundane gods, the other 


appellations are to be conſidered as 5 


names of the ſeveral mundane divin- ; 


- produced by this fountain, _ 
whoſe Uſenca, they are likewiſe con- = 


55 tained. 


e to — Ss our. inquiry, 1 


1 thall, in the next place, prove that 


the different purifications exhibited 3 in = 


N theſe rites, in conjunction with wiki 


tion and inſpection, were ſymbols of . 


bk gradation of | virtues requiſite to 
che . of the foul. | And. the | 


1 1 


firſt part, EY of this e 

reſpecting the purifications, immedi- 
ately follows from the teſtimony of 
\ Plato in the paſlage already adduced, 
in which he aſſerts, that the ultiy te 

deſign of the myſteries was to lead us 

back to the principles, from which we 
- originally fell. For if the myſteries 
were ſymbolical, as is univerſally ac- 

| knowledged, this muſt likewiſe be 
true of the purifications as a part of 
>=. ae myſteries ; ; and as in ward purity, 
5 of which the external is ſymbolical, : 
can only be obtained by the exerciſe 
of the virtues, "It's evidently follows, 
55 that the purifications were ſymbols of 

the purifying moral virtues. And the 
netter part of the propoſition may be _ 
eaſily inferred, from the paſſage al- 5 
ready cited from the Phædrus of Plato, 
in which he compares initiation and 
„ inſpeftion to the blefſed viſion of intel- 
„ ligible natures ; an n employment which T 
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can alone belong to che energies of 
contemplative virtue. But * 5 
of this is rendered indiſputable by the : 
following remarkable teſtimony of - 
Olympiodorus, in his excellent MS. 
Commentary on the Phædo of Plato. . 
In the ſacred rites,” ſays he, „po- 
pular purifications are in the firſt ; 
place brought forth, and after theſe — 
een av ars more arcane. But « 
c the third place, collections of vari- 


<« ous things into one are received; 


after which follows inſpection. The 5 
„ ethical and political virtues there- 
5 fore are analogous to the apparent 
(or popular) purifications. But ſuck 
of the cathartic virtues as baniſh all — 
external impreſſions, correſpond = 
the more occult purifications. The 
theoretical energies. about intelligi- "LEI 
"wn bles, are analogous to the collec- 
. tions; but the contraction of theſe „ 
i n. into an  indiviſible nature, 
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1 6 
or correſponds to initiation. And the oy 
ſimple ſelf- inſpection of fi imple 


2 forms, 18 analogous to epoptic vi⸗ 
„ ſion.“ Ori e Tor epo nyouiſo ue ou 
: rad ili naFapruc. | Eſſa em. Jaw]aus mop- 
5 pill epæi ils ge Taos TU5 ATE rape N afa- 1 
5 Cavorſo, 9 ert Jaiſis launc eis 71 TEAEL de 3 
- eon ela. Arche Towuv a er „Nia = 
% COVEY pg T, Joig EpuPavers nadap- 
555 Ai de v Nac. 00 0% aro- 
8 Jas Teie 7 eo Toig amoppilaepors. A. & 5 
. ref. r voñſa Neopiſucci 7 evegyeiou Ja 
gugον,mu.. A d TOUT WV uralpec eig 1 
ED Jas punoeow, As de ama J 35 
IE aTXwy eidwy euro Jaug eronliag. And | 
bere I cannot refrain from noticing, En 
5 with indignation mingled with He. 
e ignorance and arrogance of mo- 
dern critics, Who Nn that this 
diſtribution of the virtues is entirely 
5 the invention of the latter Platoniſts, 8 
5 and without any foundation in the e 
writings of Plato. And on” the „ 
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| ſupporters of ſuch ignorance, I am 


ſorry_to find Fabricius, in his prole- 


gomena to the life of Proclus. For 
nothing can be more obvious to _ 
reader of Plato, than that in his Laws 
be treats of the political vie; In 
= Phædo, and ſeventh book of —_ 
8 Republic, of the cathartic; and in his 
Thætetus, of the contemplative ind: - 
ſublimer virtues. This obſervation is 
5 indeed ſo obvious, 1 in the Phædo, with 
reſpect to the cathartic virtues, that 
no one but 4 verbal critic could read 
this dialogue and be inſenſible tots 
26 truth: for Socrates i in the very begin- 5 
7 ning expreſcly afſerts, that it is "the 
: HE” of philoſo hers to ſtudy to 1 
„ and to be t emſelves dead ®, and ; 
GR ed at the fame time > reprobates ſuicide, — 
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What then can ſuch a death mean i 
but philoſophical death ? And what i = 
this but the true exerciſe of the _ 
dhartic virtues? But theſe poor men 
read only ſuperficially, or for the fake T 
8 of diſplaying ſome critical acumen in = 
> vetoul emendations ; and yet with ſuch 
_ deſpicable preparations for philoſophi- 
cal diſcuſſion, they have the impudence Fe 
; do oppoſe their puerile conceptions to 
1 the deciſions of men of elevated ge- 
nius and profound inveſtigation, who, „ 
1 | happily freed from the danger . 
8 drudgery | of learning any e . 1 
| language, directed all their attention 8 —_— 
without reſtraint to the 2 8 55 of „ 
1 the moſt exalted truth, = hed 


AY 
CIS 
4; 


It only 1 now remains t we prove, : 
FF __ mthe ft place, that a repreſentation Es 
15 : of the deſcent of the ſoul formed no 
7 : 1 9 inconſiderable part of theſe myſtic Z . 
= ſhews. | This indeed 1 is doubtleſs « „ 
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ſupporters of ſuch ignorance, I am 


ſorry to find Fabricius, in his prole- 
gomena to the life of Proclus. For 


nothing can be more obvious to every - 


reader of Plato, than that in his Laws 
he treats of the political virtues; in 


: bis- Phædo, and ſeventh book of the N 


Republic, of the cathartic; and in his 


5 Thætetus, of the contemplative and 
ſublimer virtues. This obſervation is 

indeed ſo obvious, f in the Phædo, —_ 

5 reſpect to the cathartic virtues, that 


no one but a verbal critic could read : 
this dialogue and be inſenſible to its 


truth: for Socrates in the very begin- 


ning expreſsly aſſerts, that it is 'the 5 


| | buſineſs. of philoſophers. to ſtudy to N 
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5 die, and to be themſelves dead ne and U 


” yet at the ſame time reprobates | ſuicide, 
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by What then can ſuch a death mean => 
but philoſophical death ? And what is 
' this but the true exerciſe of the ca- 
thartic virtues? But theſe poor men 
read only ſuperficially, or for the ſake 
of diſplaying ſome critical acumen in 
verbal emendations; and yet with ſuch 
_ deſpicable preparations for philoſophi- : 
cal diſcuſſion, they have the impudence 
to oppoſe their puerile conceptions to 
8 the deciſions of men of elevated 8 
| nius and profound inveſtigation, who, ES 
Boom happily freed from the danger ang 
BE, drudgery of learning . any foreign = 
. . language, directed all their attention 
without reſtraint to the * of . 
the moſt exalted truth. 5 


EE. It only n now remains that v we prove, — 
in the laſt place, that a repreſentation 
| of the deſcent of the ſoul formed no 
- inconſiderable part of theſe. myſtic 3 
= ſhews. This indeed i is ; doubtleſs « —_ . "| 
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cultly inſinuated by Virgil, when 

ſpeaking of the ſouls of me bleſſed | in 

8 ae he adds, Mo bil 4 , 


2 Has ones. ubi 2 totam Ag per annos, 8 


Lethaeum ad fluvium deus evocat agmine magno: . 


Sclilicet immemores ſupera ut convexa reviſant, 


| | | 2 et incipiant in corpora relle reverti, e 5 


But openly by Apuleius, in "I | 
5 following prayer which Pſyche ad- 
5 dreſſes to Ceres: Per ego te frugife- 5 
tram tuam dextram iſtam deprecor, per _ 
: lætifcas meſſium cxrimonias, mer ta- » 
. cita ſacra ciſtarum, et per famulorum 7 
5 tuorum draconum pinnata curricula, 
ct gene Siculæ ſulcamina, et currum 
8 rapacem, et terram tenacem, et illu- 5 
7 minarum Proſerpinæ nuptiarum deme- 5 
acula, et cætera, quæ ſilentio tegit 
Eleuſis, Atticæ ſacrarium; miſerandæ 5 
Thohebes animæ, ſupplicis tuæ, ſub- 
. „„ « I beſeech thee, = 5 
Co thy fruit-bearing right hand, by the TY 
5 5 24 Joyful ceremonies of thy harveſts, 
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by the occult facred concerns of 
thy ciſtæ, and by the winged car of 
thy attending dragons, and the fur- 
rows of the Sicilian ſoil, and the 
ov rapacious chariot, and the dark de- 
ſeending ceremonies attending the mar- 
riage of Proferpine, . and the aſcending 
„ rites which accompanied the luminous 
invention of thy daughter, and by —_ 
arcana which Eleuſis the Attic ſane- 
 tuary conceals in profound fi Hence, re- 
lieve the ſorrows of thy wretched . 
3 ſupplicant Pſyche.” For the 1 
5 of Proſerpine ſignifies the deſcent of 
bie ſoul, as is evident from the paſ- 

ſage previouſly ; adduced from Olympi- 5 
odorus, in which he ſays the ſoul de- 
d ſcends Cor ically; . and this 1s confirmed 5 
by the authority of the philoſopher e 
Hier Salluſt, who, in his book A 
. 1 Mundo, P- 251, obſerves, as 
: the rape of Proſerpine is fabled e 

| * to have taken Bock about the oppo- a = 
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« ſite equinoctial; and * this the LG 

« deſcent. of ſouls is implied.” reg. 

vou T1 evayiav 101 (pEpicey n ns Kopns =_ - 
> Tayy pudooyerou yereo9Jau, o On KeJodog ENG 

51 Twv thuxwv. And as the rape of 
7 Proſerpine was exhibited i in the ſhews 

of the myſteries, as is clear from Apu- 5 

1 leius, it indiſputably follows, that this 7 

= repreſented. the deſcent of the foul, 

Rs. and its union with the dark tenement 
— body. Indeed if the aſcent and de- 2 
ſcent of the ſoul, and its condition 5 
0 while connected with a material na- 
1 ture, were repreſented | in the ſhews of 

5 myſteries, it is evident that this : 

Was implyed by the rape of Proſer- | 

pine. And the former part of this 

5 aſſertion is manifeſt. from Apuleius, 

. when deſcribing his! initiation, he ſays, 5 

in the paſſage already adduced, «I 

1 | approached the confines of death, '— 

is « and treading on the threſhold = þ 

” 88 n and * carried * = = 
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all the elements, 1 came back again to 
1 priſtine fituation.” And as to the 
latter part, it has been amply proved, | 4 
from the higheſt authority, in the firſt 
5 e of this diſcourſe. f 


a Nor Pr © reader be Afturded 
on. finding that, according to Porphy- | 
| ry, as fed by Euſebius x, the fable 5 
of Proſerpine alludes to ſeed placed 
7 in the ground; for this is likewiſe true 
of the fable, conſidered according = 
its material explanation. But it . 
be proper on this occaſion to riſe * 
little higher, and conſider the various Ho 
— ſpecies of fables, according bo tar - 
philoſophical diſtribution ; ſince _ by 
-” ; this means the preſent ſubje& will r= . 
. additional elucidation, and the 
wiſdom of the antient authors of fabls 
. will be vindicated from ths N al. 1 5 
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perſions of ignorant declaimers. I 


ſhall preſent the reader, therefore, with 


the following intereſting diviſion 8 


fables, from The elegant book of the 


: Platonic ler Salluſt, on the 


gods and the univerſe. « of fables,” 
_ ayes, ſome. are theological, others 
«phyſical, others animaſtic, (or re- 


1 8 


. 


„„ 


_ « lating to ſoul) others material, and 


* laſtly, others mixed from theſe.— 


Fables are theological which em- . 
ploy nothing corporeal, but ſpecu- . 
late the very eſſences of the gods; 
ſuch : as the fable which aſſerts that 5 


Saturn devoured his children : for 
— inſinuates nothing more than _— 
n nature of an intellectual god; —_—. 
1 e every intellect returns into itſelf. ; 4 
£7 ſpeculate fables phyſically - I 
__ « when we ſpeak. concerning the Z 
« energies of the gods about —_ 
" world; as when conſidering Saturn 1 
the fame as kme, and calling the . 
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parts of. time the children of the : 
| univerſe, we aſſert that the children | 
« are devoured by their parent, But 


we employ fables in an animaſtic _ 


mode, when we contemplate the 
energies of ſoul; becauſe the intel- 1 
Fe, e of our ſouls, though 2D. 
diſcurſive energy they run into other 
0 things, yet abide in their parents. 


Laſtly, fables are material, ſuch = 
„ Egyptians ignorantly employ, 1 
= conſidering and calling corporeal _ 


. « tures divinities : 2 goin as Iſis, earth, 5 
„Oſiris, humidity, Typhon heat: 


9 again, denominating Saturn wa- 


ter, Adonis, fruits, and Bacchus, 


4 


„ wine. And, indeed, to aſſert that Hy 


« theſe are dedicated to the gods, in 
the ſame manner as herbs , ſtones, 


« and animals, is the part of wiſe . 


s men; but to call them gods 1 18 alone 
4 the province of fools and mad men; 'Y 


5 © unleſs we ſpeak | in the fame manner 5 
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as when, from eſtabliſhed cuſtom, s 
we call the orb of the ſun and 
its rays. the ſun itſelf. But we 
may perceive the mixed kind of fa- = 
bles, as well in many other particu- 
lars, as when they relate, 4: 
cord, at a banquet of the gods, bs 
threw a golden apple, and that a 
diſpute abut it ariſing among the 
goddeſſes, they were kent by Jupi- 
ter to take the judge 
who, charmed with 
Venus, gave her the apple! =p 
ference to the reſt. For in this fa- — 
ble the banquet denotes the ſuper- 
: mundane powers of the gods; and . 
on this account they ſubſiſt in con- 5 
” junction with each other: but the Ss 
— golden apple denotes the world, 3  -- 
„which, on account of its compo- IR 
o fition from contrary natures, Bot 
|  imprgperly. ſaid to be thrown by 
"Dilcord, or ſtrife, | But again, fince. 


zent of Thr, 
the beauty _— 


0 Os ano HEY WERE CEL hen I hog 
VEP 
Fn * e an —_ 


& 


<6 


8 


£66 


1 5 


different gifts are imparted to the 
„world by different gods, they ap- 
e pear to conteſt with each other for 
the apple. And a ſoul living ac 
6 cording. to ſenſe, (for this ! is Paris) 
not perceiving other powers in thge 
% univerſe, aſſerts that the apple is gy 
alone the beauty of Venus. But of 


. 


theſe ſpecies of fables, ſuch as = 
« theological belong to philoſophers ; 3 


the puyflenl and animaſtic to poet; 
“but the mixt to mitiatory rites ; (r- 


Tols) ſince the intention of all myſtic 


6 ceremonies is to be i us With the ; 


5 1 world and the ole 


5 e far the excellent Selluſt: „ 
. whence 1 it is evident, that the fable of 
12 Proſerpine, as belonging to the my! - 
. teries, 18 properly of a mixed nature, 
or compoſed from all the four ſpecies e 
of fables, the theological, phyſical, Ds 
animaſtic, and material. But in vor 


\ ' x 
* 
= 
"1 
| 
1 


— 


= — — 
rr DS OIL DE 3 In 

= — — — penis 

— 4 : 5 = _— — — 


>: : f 
— 


Ta) 


to underſtand this divine fable, it 1 

requiſite to know, that according to 
the arcana of the antient theology, 
| the Coric order (or the order belong- 


ing to Proſerpine) is twofold, one 


part of which is ſuper-mundane, fub- 
fiſting with Jupiter, or the Demiurgus, 985 
and together with him eſtabliſhing one 
artificer of diviſible natures : Ion the 
5 other! 18 mundane, in which Proſerpine 
is ſaid to be raviſhed by Pluto, and to 
aniĩtmate the extremities of the univerſe. 
- Hence,” ſays Proclus, * 60 according . 
to the rumor of theologiſts, who 
« delivered to us the moſt holy Eleu- 
i ſinian initiations, Proſerpine A 
e on high in thoſe dwellings of her 
mother which ſhe prepared for 1 
ua inacceſſible places, exempt Rs 
EG « the ſenſible world. But ſhe like- 5 
„ dwells beneath with Pluto, N 
1 adminiſtering terreſtrial concerns, 
1 BYverning * receſſes of the earth, "I 


mT 
« ſupplying life to the extreitijfies of 
ee the univerſe, and 1 imparting. ſoul to 
« beings which are rendered by her 
e jnanimate and dead,” K. Yap 1 
Twy Jeonoywy enen, 1 rag ai : 
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1 lalabidoa. To af cον albu xe, % ; 
vesepolg. Procl. in Theol. Plat. P- 1 


Hence we may eaſily perceive that 
this fable is truly of the mixed kind, M 
one part of which relates to the ſuper- 


mundane eſtabliſhment of the ſecon- 
5 dary cauſe of life, and the other to , 
the proceſſion of life and ſoul to tbe 


2 extremity of things. : Let us therefore 


5 more e attentively conſider the fable, in e 
— 


— 


Fad 


© that part of it which is ſymbolical of 
the deſcent of ſouls; in order to which, 


it 


abridgement of the arcane diſcourſe, 
1 — the wanderings of Ceres, as 


will be requiſite to premiſe. an 


_ preſerved by Minutius F elix. © Pro- 


5 


al 


ſerpine,” ſays 8 he, « the daughter . 
« of Ceres by Jupiter, as 9 was 
gathering tender flowers, i in the new 


ſpring, was raviſhed from her de- 


„ lightful abodes by Pluto; and being 
e carried from thence through thick 


1 woods, and over a length of ſea, 5 7 
„ brought by Pluto i into a cavern, 
| & the reſidence of departed ſpirits, 3 


« over whom ſhe afterwards ruled = 


| « with abſolute. ſway. But Ceres, 

upon diſcovering the loſs of her EE 
: daughter, with lighted torches, and „ ; 
« begirt with a ſerpent, wandered 


3 over the whole earth for the pur- = 


. of f finding her till the came 


1 


4 to Eleuſiua : there ſhe found her 


daughter, and diſcovered to the 
„ Eleufinians the plantation of corn.“ 
5 Now in this fable Ceres repreſents the 
evolution of that ſelf. inſpective part 
of our nature which we properly de- 5 
nominate zntellef?, (or its being un- 
folded from i its quiet and collected ſub- 
24 ſiſtence in the intelligible world; 0 and = 
Proſerpine that vital, bel. moving, and £ 
animating part which we call ful. 05 
But leſt this analogy of unfolded i ts 
Os tellect to Ceres ſhould ſeem ridiculous 1 
„ reader, unacquainted with — 
= Orphic theology, it is neceſſary to in- 
form him that this goddeſs, from her 
intimate union with Rhea, in con- 
— Junction with whom ſhe produced Ju- „ 
5 piter, is evidently of a Saturnian and 
5 zoogonic, or intellectual and vivific „ 
NT hence, as we are informed . 
3 the philoſopher Salluſt, among the 
| . mundane divinities the 1 1s the deity of ER 
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the planet Saturn &. 80 that in con- 

| ſequence | of this, our intelle& in a 

deſcending ſtate muſt aptly ſymbolize be: 
with the divinity of Ceres; but Pluto 
ſignifies the whole of a material na- 

ture; ſince tbe empire of this god, , 


according to Pythagoras, commences 
e downwards from the Galaxy or milky 

way. And the cavern ſignifies the 
entrance, as it were, into the profun- 
dtties of ſuch a nature, which 1 is ac- 


compliſhed by the ſoul's union with 5 


5 this terreſtrial body. But in order to . . 


5 underſtand perfectly the ſecret mean 
ing of the other parts of this fable, =. 


will be neceſſary to give a more ex- 


plicit detail of the ber attend- 1 


| ing the rape, from the beautiful poem = 
= % Claudian \ on | this . From Dp... 


Oe * ae we e may perceive ao ith why Cad 25 8 5 
N well as Saturn was denominated a legiſlative deity; 


: and why illuminations were uſed in the celebration of . 


© ms Saturnalia, : as well. as in the Eleufinian myſteries, | 


[97 J 


| this elegant performance, therefore, 


we learn that Ceres, who was afraid 
leſt ome violence ſhould be offered to | 
Proſerpine, on account of her inimi- 
table beauty, conveyed her privately 
to Sicily, and concealed her in a houſe 
built on purpoſe by the Cyclops, while 
EE ſhe herſelf directs her courſe to the 
6 temple of Cybele, the mother of the 
Gods. Here, then, we ſee the ; , ns 
: cauſe of the ſoul's deſcent, viz. her 
5 | deſertion of a life wholly according 3 
e intellect, which is occultly ſignified 
7 by the ſeparation of Proſerpine from 
Ceres. Afterwards, we are told that 5 
Jupiter inſtructs Venus to go to —_ 
aꝛlbode, and betray Proſerpine from her 
oe : retirement, that Pluto may be enabled 0 
do carry her away; and to prevent any 
. ſuſpicion j in the virgin” 8 mind, he com- 
i mands Diana and Pallas to bear her * 
FF company. The three goddeſſes 1 
1 ing, find d Proſerpine at work on "I | 
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Bn for ber mother; in ih ſhe 
had embroidered the primitive chaos, 
and the formation of the world. Now 
by Venus i in this part of the narration. 
We muſt underſtand def fi re, which, 
even in the celeſtial regions, (for ſuch 
is the reſidence of Proſerpine till ſhe 
is raviſhed by Pluto) begins filently 
and fraudulently to creep into the re- 
ceſſes of the foul. By Minerva we 
muſt conceive the rational fower of the 
ul, and by Diana, nature, or the 
1 merely natural and vegetable part of N 
our compoſition; both which are now _ 
enſnared through the allurements =. = 
deſire. And laſtly, the web in which | 
Proſer pine had diſplayed all the fair 
variety of the material world, beauti- EE 
=: repreſents the commencement of — 
EL phantaſtic energies through which 
bi =__ : the ſoul becomes übte With the 
11 baeauty of imaginative forms. But let 
. us for : a” while attend to the Pr F 5 
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elegant deſcription of her employment 
and abode : Je 


105 8 wel Cereris quo tecta nitebant 
Cyclopum firmata manu. Stant ardua ferro | 
: | Mzxnia; ferrati poſtes : immenſaque nectit 
_ Clauſtra chalybs. Nullum tanto ſudore N 
| Nec Steropes, conſtruxit opus : nec talibus ne 5 
Spiravere notis animæ: nec flumine tanto 
| Incoctum maduit laſſa fornace metallum. 9 
Atria veſtit ebur: trabibus ſolidatur aenis 
i Culmen, et in celſas ſurgunt electra columnas. 3 
by Ipſa domum tenero mulcens Proſerpina c cantu 
. Ixrita texebat redituræ munera matri. _ 
Hic elementorum ſeriem ſedeſque paternas 
Inſignibat acu: veterem qua lege cumultum. 
Diſerevit natura parens, et ſemina juſtis 
Diſceſſere locis : quidquid leve fertur in alum: e 
| In medium graviora cadunt : incanduit æther: 
by 5 Egit flamma polum: fluxit mare: terra pependit. 
Nec color unus ineſt. Stellas accendit in auro, 
Oſtro fundit aquos, attollit litora gemmis, 
55 Filaque mentitos jam jam cælantia fluctus 
8 Arte tument. Credas illidi cautibus : ol 
- > Bt raucum bibulis inſerpere murmur arenis. 
4 Addit quinque plagas : 3 mediam ſubtemine rubro . 
Obſeſſam fervore notat: ſqualebat aduſtus —_ 
„ Lies. et 1110 firiebant ſtamina ole, "7" 1 5 
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Temperies habitanda viris. Tum fine ſuprems 
Torpentes traxit geminas, brumaque perenni 
1 Fædat, et æterno contriſtat frigore telas. Hh 
Nec non et patrui pingit ſacraria Ditis, Go OY 
Fataleſque fibi manes. Nec defuit omen. 
3 Treten nam ſubiti maduerunt fletibus ora. 


After — Proſerpine, Sees 55 her i 

_ parent's commands, is repreſented ven- 
turing from her retreat, through the 
fraudulent perſuaſions of Venus: Mo” 


| ben Inv n Aue fluctu MINS 4 
Nondum pura dies: tremulis vibravit in n 


Alrdor, et errantes ludunt per cærula flammæ. "EN IR 


0 Jamque audax animi,. fidzque oblita parentis, / 
| Fraude Dionæa riguos — faltus EM 
F : ( Sic * e * 8 


: And this: with the 3 propriety : 


for oblivion neceflarily follows a oO 
b,” miſſion. of intellectual energy, and i * 


5 as neceſſarily attended with the allure- | 


1 ments of deſire. Nor is her dreſs les 
ſymbolical of the ſoul's acting in fuch 


| 2 . 3 . o | the 5 1 


[ 101 J 
energies of imagination and nature. 


For thus her arments are beautifully 
Br  deſeribed by the | eg 88 


ew inter Cereria — nunc gloria matris, : 
Mox dolor, æquali tendit per gramina paſſu, <a 
Nec membris nec honore minor; potuitque vident 
Pallas, ſi clipeum, fi ferret ſpicula, Fhœæbe. 
Collectæ tereti nodantur jaſpide veſtes. 1 
Peſctinis i ingenio nunquam felicior arti 

© Gn eventus. Nullæ fic conſona dels 
Fila, nec in tantum veri duxere figuram. 
Hic Hyperionis Solem de ſemine naſci _ 

7 ecerat, et pariter, ſed forma diſpare lunam, 5 
Auroræ noRiſque duces. Cunabula - 5g 
e et infantes gremio ſolatur anhelos, , 

_ Cxruleuſque ſinus roſeis radiatur alumnis, 
Invalidum dextro portat Titana lacerto 5 
Nondum luce gravem, nec es. ale 
Criſtatum radiis: primo clementior æ oo 
Fi ingitur, et tenerum vagitu deſpuit i ignem. 
Læva parte ſoror vitrei libamina potat 5 
de. et TEM . e cornu. 


I which deſeription the. Fam repre- 5 
Np ſents the Phantaſy, and the moon na- 175 
f tute, as is well known to every tyroͤ 

in n the. re philpſopby. hen are 5 
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m1 
Iikewiſe:s with Stole” propriety, de. | 
ſcribed in their infantine ſtate : for 


5 theſe energies do not arrive to perfec- 5 
tion previous to the ſoul's merging into 


the dark receptacle of matter. After 


this we behold her iſſuing on. the plain : 


with Minerva and Diana, and attended 5 


by a beauteous train of nymphs, who 


are evident ſymbols of generation, as 


"is largely proved by Prophyry de Antr. 


| Nymph. ; ; and are, therefore, the pro- . 
per companions of the ſoul about 6 


8 3 _ into its e realrns. _ ; 


nv e 1 = Bea, in 


venturing from der retreat, 18 beauti- 


fully ſignifcant of her approaching 


deſcent: for ſhe rambles from home 


. purpoſe of gathering aloe > © 
5 and this in a Wiff "replete with = 


moſt enchanting variety , and exhaling 
the moſt deficivis odours. A manifeſt 5 
ie this of the foul's' enn T 


103 + 


principally according to the natural 


life, and of her 1 effeminated 


and enſnared through ts: delufive at- 

trations. of. ſenſible form. Minerva, 5 

too, or the rational power in this caſe, 
gives herſelf wholly to the dangerous 

: employment, and abandons the proper 
cCharacteriſtics of her nature for the de- 


ſtruQive revels of deſire. 5 


All which; is . deſcribed with ae 5 : 


utmoſt elegance by me 4 11755 F in 


l wack ſuperat Roni curvata tumore W 


Parvo planities, et mollibus edita clivis 
Creverat in collem. Vivo de pumice fontes 


pe Roſcida mobilibus lambebant gramina rivis. 


Siüilvaque torrentes ramorum frigore ſoles 


.  Temperat, et medio brumam ſibi vindicat zſtu. 5 135 


©” Apta fretis abies, bellis accomoda cornus, 


Quercus amica Jovi, tumulos tectura cupreſſus, 8 
| Illex plena favis, venturi prœſcia laurus. Oo 
Fluctuat hic denſo criſpata cacumine ee + Rr 
Hic ederz ſerpunt, ee eee e 5 
Haud procul inde lacus (Pergum dixere Si 8 


| : : Panditur, et nemorum frondoſo margine cinctus 
9 Vieuus pallebeis _ admitrit 3 in aum 
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; Cernentes 06vlos, et late pervius n 
Ducit inoffenſus liquido ſub gurgite viſus, 
* * * 1 ſecreta 3 


1 clipfa 800 . per ann rura 


Hortatur Cytherea, legant. Nunc ite, forores, 
Dum matutinis præſudat ſolibus aer 

: Dum meus humectat flaventes Lucifer agros, 

” Rotanti prævectus equo. Sic fata, doloris 
Cnrpit ſigna ſui, Varios tum cætera * Fe 

| Invaſere cohors. Credas examina fundi 

Hyblæum raptura thymum, cum cerea reges 
Caſtra movent, fagique cava demiſſus ab uo 
Meellifer electis exercitus obſtrepit herbis. 5 
Pratorum ſpoliatur honos. Hac lilia fuſcis 

Intexit violis: hanc mollis amaracus ornat: 
Heæc graditur ſtellata roſis; hæc alba Bente. * 

: Te quoque flebilibus mzrens, Hyacinthe, figuris, 5 . 
Narciſſumque metunt, nunc inclita germina n. 5 
Prœſtantes olim pueros. Tu natus Amyclis: 

Hunc Helicon genuit. Te diſci ae, regis „ 
unc fontis decepit amor. Te fronte retuſa 

Deluis, hunc fracta Cephiſſus arundine *. 

QAſtuat ante alias avido fervore legendi 

3 5 Frugiferæ ſpes una Dez. Nunc vimine texto 1 

Ridentes calathos ſpoliis agreſtibus implet:: 

Nunc ſociat flores, ſeſeque ignara coronat. 
Augurium fatale tori. Quin ipſa tubaru m 

Armorumque potens, dextram qua fortia turbat 
Agmina; qua ſtabiles portas et mænia vellit, 


L105 ] 
Jam levibus laxat ftudiis, haſtamque reponit, 

Inſolitiſque docet galeam miteſcere ſertis. 
Ferratus laſcivit apex, horrorque receſſit 
Mljrtius, et criſtz pacato fulgure vernant. 

Nec qui Parthenium canibus ſcrutatur odorem, | 
2 Aſpernata choros, libertatemque comarum 
A__— tantum ne enare corona. i 8 


N But iber is a iteritalitaice relative to 
_ the narciſſus which muſt not be paſſed 
over in ſilence, 1 mean its being, ac- 


25 cording to Ovid, the metamorphoſis of 
* youth who fell a victim to the love of 
5 his own corporeal form; the ſecret 
= 5 meaning of which moſt admirably ac- 8 
cords with the rape of Proſerpine, 
THE which, according to Homer, in his 
- hymn to Ceres, was the immediate 7 


conſequence of her gathering this won- 


der ful flower. | For by Narciſſus fall- | 


ing in love with his ſhadow : appearing = 


8 che limpid ſtream we may behold a 
beautiful repreſentation of a ſoul ve- - 


2  hemently gazing on the flowing con- : 
dition of a material body, and 1 in con- 1 


'- r . ., ,,, ]§‚ e ,, 
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ſequence of this, becoming enamoured 
with a corporeal life, which is no- 
; thing more than the delufive i image of 
the true man, or rational and immor- 


BS : ſoul. Hence, by an immoderate 


attachment to this unſubſtantial A 
25 kery and gliding iemblance of the real 
ſoul, "fb an one becomes, at length, 
wholly changed, as far as 1s rr to 


his nature, into a plantal condition of 


5 being, into a beautiful but tranſient 8 


flower, that is, into a corporeal life, on 

or a life totally conſiſting 1 in the mere 

energies of nature. Proſerpine, there- 5 
fore, or the ſoul, at the very 1 inſtant 1 


her deſcent into matter, is, with the 


5 utmoſt propriety, repreſented as ca- 
gerly engaged in plucking this fatal 


flower; for her energies at this period | 
are entirely converſant with a life di- 


vided about the fluctuating condition of 


1 8 = + 43 * 4 + iS F-y . L 
FS * a * 
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After wn; Pluto, forcin! 8 his N 


through. the earth, ſeizes on Profer- 
pine, Und carries her away with him, 
notwithſtanding the reſiſtance of Mi- 
nerva and Diana, who are forbid by 
Jupiter (who in this place ſignifies e 
fate) to attempt her deliverance: where 
| by the reſiſtance of Minerva and Diana 
no more is ſignified than that the lapſe | 
-— the ſoul. into a material nature is 
© contrary to the genuine wiſh and pro- 
per condition, as well of the corpore! 
life depending on her eſſence, nr 
true and rational nature : well, there. 
RE fore, may the ſoul, in ſuch a ſituation, : 
"0 Patherically: exclaim with . bk 


0 * dileci "Og Alone: matris 


SY | Conflia: 0 Veneris Yn n aries! 


But, according | to wan F FE = 
1 Proſerpine wascarried by Plutothrough _ 
_  16havnk; woods, and over a length of * Wo 
and brought into a | Cavern,” the reſi- Es, 
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a of the dead: where 1 woods 


a material nature is plainly implied, „ 
we have already obſerved in the firſt 


Part of this diſcourſe; and where the | 


reader may likewiſe obſerve the agree- | 
ment of the deſcription in this parti- 
WE. - with that of Virgil! in the de- i 
1 ſeent of his hero. For in the mans 


tenent 1 omnia 1 5 
| Coeyrolin O__ labens, circumvenit atro. 1 


The woods are 8 ea 


5 and the ocean has an evident agree- 
ment with Cocytus, ſignifying the 


flowing condition of a material nature, 


my and the ſorrows attending its connec- | 


5 > tion with the foul, 


Ds | Pluto, chan; having | hurried 8 
1 a pine into the infernal regions, 2. e. the 0 
ſoul having ſunk into the profundities 1 
of a material nature, a deſcription of 
| her e next ſucceeds, or rþf ther " 


1 


[ 109 1 


union with the dark tenement of 
- * 


; Jam ſans inferno ien Hefperds 1 


Ducitur in thalamum virgo. Stat pronuba juxta | 
Stellantes Nox picta ſinus, tangenſque 8 
1 Omina . e federe aces 


= In which Night is ien great beauty . 
and propriety introduced ſtanding * 
„ the nuptial couch, and confirming the 
— oblivious league. For the ſoul through 
1 85 her union "th a material body” De 
comes familiar with darkneſs, and ſub- 
> ject to the empire of night; in conſe- „ 
. quence of which ſhe wells wholly TY 
„ deluſive phantoms, and till the . 
breaks her fetters is deprived of the 
LT perception of that Which 18 real and 
true. | 8 VV 


3 In che ert place, we are preſented 

„ with the following beautiful and pa- 

„„ deſcription. of Proſerpine ap- 
5 Pane in a dream to Ceres, and be- T7 


F 
1 

q 

j 

i} 44 
3}. Mi 
_ : 


- 3% "hrs AFL, 9D ror —— ge 
— 5 _ 


- — 
* 1 1 — — => bo 
9 of - « 9 np, 8 R 9 2 . * 
- l l _ - —_— ad or * l Sy Rn l 7 - 
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wailing her captive and miſerable « con- 
dition: Bay 1 


: Sed tunc Cs fat j jam non. 1 . 


Nuntia, materno facies ingeſta ſopori. 
Namque videbatur tenebroſo obtecta receſſvu 


Carceris, et ſævis Proſerpina vincta catenis, 


Non qualem roſeis nuper convallibus SOS. . 
BVauſpexere Nez. Squalebat pulerior aur 


Ceæſaries, et nox oculorum infecerat ignes. 


A Exhauſtuſque gelu pallet rubor. Ille ſuperbi | 
Flammeus oris honos, et non ceſſura pruinis 


Membra colorantur picei caligine regni. 


Ergo hanc ut dubio vix tandem agnoſcere viſu 
FEvaluit: cujus tot pænæ criminis? inquit. 


Unde hæc informis macies? Cui tanta facultas be 


In me ſævitiæ eſt? Rigidi cur vincula bei 
. Vix aptanda feris molles meruere lacerti? 
. ok mea tu proles? An vana fallimur umbra? 


: For ſuch zend 18 the wretched an N 
tion of the ſoul when profoundly 
: merged 1 in a corporeal nature : ſo 
ſhe not only becomes captive and 3 
tered, but loſes all her original ſplen- 5 
Adour: 18 defiled With the impurity c = 
matter; and the piercing vigour. + #2 
: her rational fight 1 1s blunted aud dim =p 6 


through the thick darkneſs of a mate- 

nal night. Where, LOO, the reader | 
may obſerve how Proſerpine, being 

repreſented as confined in the dark re- 

; ceſs of a priſon, and bound with fet= 
ters, confirms the explanation of the 
fable here given as ſymbolical of the 
deſcent of the” ſoul ; for ſuch, as we 

have already largely proved, 2 the 
condition of the ſoul from its union 

with body, according to the uniform : 
. teſtimony of the moſt antient ee e 
5 Lay and d eee 3 


5 After this, the wiandetings of Ceres _ 
oh the diſcovery of Proſerpine So 
EE mence; in which the 1s deſcribed, by 

TY) Minutius Felix, begirt with a ſerpent, ” 
„ bearing two lighted torches i in her 5 

hands; but by Claudian, inſtead of 

: being girt with a ſerpent, the com- 
müences her ſearch by night. in a car 
5 drawn * dragons. But the meaning 
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of the allegory is the ſame in each; 
for both a ſerpent and a dragon are 
emblems of a diviſible life, ſubject to 
tranſitions, with which, in this caſe, 
our intellectual part becomes connect- 
ad: ſince as theſe animals put off their 
ſkins, and become young again, —_—_— 
1 diviſible life of the ſoul, falling into 
; generation, 1s rejuvenized j in its ſubſe- 95 
| quent progreſſion. But what emblem : 
can more beautifully repreſent the evo- 
= lutions and proceſſions of an intellec- 
” tual nature into the regions of. ſenſe 
5 than the wanderings of Ceres by the Le: 
5 light of torches through the darkneſs 1 
of night, and her continuing the pur- 5 
ſinit till ſhe proceeds into the depths « of 
Hades itſelf? Fo or the intellectual part x 
Fo of the ſoul, when it verges towards 
body, enkindles, indeed, F'Y light 1 —_— 
a * receptacle, but becomes itſelf 
ſituated 1 in obſcurity: and, as Proclus - 
bomeuwhere divinely obſerves, ther mor- 0 


L wy 1 
tal nature by this means pirticipubls of 
intelle&, but the intellectual part be- 


eie obnoxious to death. The tears 
and lamentations too, of Ceres, in her 


courſe, are ſymbolical both of the 


0 providential energies of intellect about > 


a mortal nature, and the miſeries with 


; which ſuch energies are (with reſpect 


do partial ſouls like ours) attended, ; 
Nor is it without reaſon that Jacchus, Ln 
25 or Bacchus, is celebrated by Orpheus 5 


FE as the companion of her ſearch : for ; ; 
SE Bacchus 1s the evident ſymbol of the 5 
. partial energies of intellect, and its N 


Wo diſtribution into the obſcure and la- 


mentable dominions of ſenſe. . 


. But our explanation will receive "I > OF 
5 4 ſtrength, from conſidering = 
that theſe ſacred rites occupied the 


ſpace of nine days in their celebration; —- 
55 aud this, doubtleſs, becauſe, according 


- 5 1 14 9 
to i in bis hymn to Cares, this 
bl goddeſs did not diſcover the reſidence 
of her daughter till the expiration « of 


that period. For the ſoul, in falling . 
from her original and divine abode | =» 


- heavens, | paſſes through eight 
ſppberes, viz, the inerratic ſphere, and 


the ſever planets, aſſuming a different 1 


1 body , and employing different energies : 
in each; and becomes connected wah 


* the ſublunary world and a terrene DS 
body, as the ninth, and moſt abject * 
aeg of ber deſcent, Hence the = 


0 rites was called « aryoppen, 1 67 accor thn! p _ 
= Heſychius, eur) Hau, et TAY ro a.. 


|  Popeevou, an aſſembly, and every thing col- . ; 


—- lecting together : 21 and this picks! the EY” 


mY greateſt. propriety ; 5 for, according to T 


Pythagoras, the people of dreams. are 
7 E collected together in the Galaxy. 
"0 9e yy _ n a. bre. | 


L us 1 
ag 1 noi eig 1* PO” "Ow K. 
And from this part of the heavens 
ſouls firſt begin to deſcend. After 
this, the ſoul falls from the tropic of 
Cancer into the planet Saturn; and to 
this the ſecond day of initiation was 


conſecrated, which they called Anade 


faugai, becauſe, lays Meurſius, on that 
day the cryer was accuſtomed to ad- 


moniſh the myſtics to betake them- 
ſelves to the ſea. Now the meaning 5 
of this will be eaſily underſtood, by 


conſidering that, according to the ar 

cana of the antient theology, as my 
be learned from Proclus +, the whole 
plwzuanetary ſyſtem is under the dominion 


of Neptune; and this too is confirmed Fl 


by Martianus Capella, who deſcribes _ 
Fo ſeveral Planets as ſo many ſtreams. 
5 Hence when, the foul falls into che 15 


5 5 9 de YOu Nymptarum. [2 61 by . 
+ Theol, 1 200% 6. Ft” 5 
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planet Saturn, which Capella 8 
do a river voluminous, ſluggiſh, —_ 
cold, the then firſt merges herſelf into i 
fluctuating matter, though purer than 
that of a ſublunary nature, and of 
which water is an antient and ſignifi- 5 
cant ſymbol. | 
emblem of purity, as is evident from 
9 the Orphic hymn to Ocean, in which . 
- that deity is called dec yvi lueyigon, 5 
ww greateſt purifeer of the gods : and 


Beſides the ſea is an 


5 Saturn, as we have already obſerved, 


3 is pure intelledt. And what ſtill more 
confirms this obſervation is, that Py- 8 
/ thagoras, as we are informed WP 
phyry, in his life of that philoſopher, | = 
ſymbolically called the ſea a . 
Saturn. But the eighth day of initia- 
= which 18 ſymbolical of the ſoul's 
falling into the lunar orb, was 'cele- 
brated by the myſtics with repeated , 


FS, initiation and ſecond facred rites ; A 


5 cauſe the foul i in this ſituation i is s about 


8 
to > bid adieu to every thing of a celeſ- 
tial nature; to ſink into a perfect ob- 
| livion of her divine origin and priſtine 
| felicity ; and to ruſh profoundly into 
the region of diſſimilitude, ignorance, 
and error. And laſtly, on the ninth 
day, when the ſoul falls into the ſubC- 
| lunary world and becomes united with 
a terreſtrial body, a libation was per- 
formed, ſuch as is uſual i in ſacred „ 
Here the myſtics, filling two earthen 
b veſſels of broad and ſpacious bottoms, 
EY which were called TApoxozr and roru- 
Aue, the former of theſe words de- x 
noting. veſſels of a conical ſhape, and 
. the latter ſmall bowls or cups ſacred = 
- = Bacchus, they placed one towards 
5 the eaſt, and the other towards the _ 
8 weſt. And the firſt of theſe was ae 
5 doubtleſs, according to the interpreta- 1 ON. 
tion of Proclus, ſacred to the earth, | 
and ſymbolical of the ſoul' 8 proceed- ER 
. ing from a an orbicular figure, 0 or divine > b 1 | | 
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f for; into a conical ren ink ter- 
rene ſituation: but the other was ſa- 
cred to the ſoul, and ſymbolical of its = 

celeſtial origin ; fince our intellect ; 
the legitimate progeny of Bacchus. 


And this too was occultly ſignified by 1 
the poſition of the earthen veſſels; for, 
according to a mundane deſtribution 


of the divinities, the eaſtern center of 
the univerſe, which is analogous to 


1 belongs to Jupiter, who likewiſe 7 


| governs the inerratic ſphere ; and the : 
weſtern | to Pluto, who governs he 


earth, | becauſe the weſt is: allied to 5 


earth on account of its dark and noc-- 
TY turnal nature “. ns 


; Again, abcorfing: to Clemens Alex- 
andrinus, the followinſ confeſſion was 


made by the new. myſtic in theſe ſa- 


1 ered Te” in | anſwer to the nary, of 


* | Vide Proc. in Plat, Theol, id. 6, cap. 10. 


5 „ have taken out of the Calathus 


5 = 8 deſs Ceres, when ſearching through 
the earth for her daughter, in the 


— — 


„ 

tions of the Hierophant: „I have 
faſted; but I have drank a miſcel- 

«© laneous potion; and having done 
«this, L have taken out of the Ciſta, 
vw placed what I have taken out 

„ into the Calathus; J and alternately | 
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and put into the Ciſta.” Kay ro 
ge ERH aubg poiov erngucer· ET 
e roy KbeSπ—̃  edvCov 5 rige, e e 
laub are gefe E48 xakadov, xz 24 naradou „ 
eig nv, But as this pertains to a cir- „ 
cumſtance attending the wanderings a, 
of Ceres, which formed the moſt myſ- 
tic part of the ceremonies, it is ne- 
ay to adduce the following arcane 
| narration, ſummarily collected from 
| the writings of Arnobius : © The god- 


* courſe of her wanderings arrived at 
«ae boundaries of Eleuſis, in the 


8 Attic region, a K Which was 8 


4 pidi deſcended, and the illuſtrious 


| % name of Cecropidæe was derived; 


5 and ; who afterwards flouriſhed as 5 
© bearers of the caduceus, hierophant s | 
and cryers belonging to the ſacred . 
e rites. Baubo, therefore, who was 
of the female ſex, received Ceres, 3 
* wearied with complicated evils, as 
b her gueſt, and endeavoured to ſooth 
her ſorrows by obſequious and flat- 


LN, e tering attendance. For this pur- 5 


e *« poſe ſhe entreated her to pay atten- = 

tion to the refreſhment of her body, 
and placed before her a miſcellancous 
p potion to aſſuage the vehemence of 

4 


LE: ber thirſt. But the forrowful W 5 


04 


6&6 


cc 


«c 
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then inhabited by a people called 
Aro Ng, or deſcended from the 
«© earth, whoſe names were as follow.: 
Baubo and Triptolemus ; Dyſaules, 
a goat herd; Eubulus, a keeper of 
„ ſwine; and Eumolpus, a ſhepherd, 
1 


from whom the race of the Eumol- 


«x 
Y & 


= 


"+. 


(e 


66 


* her arts, and damped, to try if 92 5 
ſhe could not exhilarate, by prodi- | 
e gies, a mind which ſhe \ was not able 
do allure by ſerious attempts. For 


“ this purpoſe ſhe freed from conceal- 


* 


deſs was averſe from her ſolicita- 
tions, and rejected the friendly offi- 
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ciouſneſs of the hoſpitable dame. EE 
„The matron, however, who wass 


not eaſily repulſed, ſtill continued Ft 


her entreaties, which were as obſti- 


nately reſiſted by Ceres, who per- 


ſevered i in her refuſal with unſhaken e 


| e conſtancy. and invincible rigour. 


But when Baubo had thus often 
— of exerted her endeavours to appeaſe 


the ſorrows of Ceres, but without 


% any effect, ſhe, at length, changed 5 GS 


ment that part of her body through 5 
. the female ſex produces chil- 
"+. revs! and d derives the ar Fac of 5 


DE, A purer appearance, 3 and 
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« neſs ſuch as is found in the private 


t parts of a ſtripling child. She then 
* returns to the afflicted goddeſs, and, 
„„ the midſt of thoſe attempts which 
are uſually employed to alleviate diſ- 
“ treſs, ſhe uncovers herſelf, and ex- 
b bhbibits her ſecret parts; upon which 
; _ ae 90 TY 8 ae d h er e yes, and Was N 
delighted with the novel method of 
„ mitigating the anguiſh of ſorrow; © 
e and afterwards; Doboming cheerful. 5 
through laughter, ſhe aſſuages the | 
«odour of her thirſt with the —_ —- 
46 eellaneous potion which ſhe had _ 
+ before deſpiſed.” Thus far Arno- 
___ bius; and the fame narration is epito- = 
: miſed by Clemens Alexandrinus, who | _ 
„ very indignant at the indecency, as . 135 
he conceives, in the ſtory, — 8 
5 compoſing the arcana of the Eleuſi- . 
nian rites. Indeed as the ſimple n 
with the uſual 1 ignorance of a Chriſtian 5 
= prieſt, conſidered the fable Inerally, 


and as deſigned to promote indecency 
and luſt, we cannot wonder at his ill- 


1 timed and malevolent abuſe. ; But the ng 
fact is, this narration belonged to the 


eTroppiſe, or arcane diſcourſes, on ac- 

count of its myſtical meaning, and to 

prevent it from becoming the object of 
ignorant declamation, licentious per- 

: verſion, and impious contempt : * 
1 the purity and excellence of theſe i in- 


"= | — ſtitutions is perpetually acknowledged | N | 


. even by Dr. Warburton himſelf, e 
in this inſtance, has diſperſed, for a 
moment, the miſts. of deluſion hoes 


BB : farily produced by 2 religion full of 
=” barbarous impiety, | wild fanaticiſm, LG 
and intolerant zeal. Beſides, as Jam- 


blichus beautifully obſerves, (de Myſ- 


8 teriis), &« exhibitions of this kind in 


Of the myſteries were defigned to free f 
us from licentious paffons, by g „ . 


5 * tifying the "Og" and at che fame Rs 


[ 124 J 
time vanquiſhing deſire, through 
the awful ſanctity with which theſe 


6 rites were accompanied : for,” ſays 


3 he, 88 the proper Way of freeing our- 


"nn ſelves from the paſſions is, firſt, to 


85 indulge them with moderation, by 
which means they become ſatiſ- 


< fed; liſten, as it were, to perſua- „ 


ſion, and may thus be entirely re- 


* moved.” This doctrine is indeed 
F ſo rational, that it can never be ob- . 

1 jected to by any but quacks in Philo- : 
ſophy and religion. For a8 he ; is no- : | ” | 

: thing more than a quack: in medicine | 4 


EE wa endeavours to remove a latent vs 


bodily diſeaſe before he has called =. 


forth externally, and by this means 


= diminiſhed its fury; | ſo he is nothing * 
| more than a pretender 1 in philoſophy —— 
5 Who attempts to remove the paſſions 0 

7 by violence, inſtead of moderate com 


Wo” pliance and gentle perſuaſion. ITY 


30 
But, to return from this digreflion, 


the following appears to be the ſecret - 
meaning of this myſtic diſcourſe : — 


The matron Baubo may be Sonde d . 


as a ſymbol of that paſſive, effemi- 
nate, and corporeal life through which 5 


the foul becomes united with this ten- 

rene body, aud through which being 5 

— at firſt enſnared, it deſcended, and, as 
EP it were, was born into the realms of x 
generation, paſling, by this means, 


from mature perfection, ſplendour, 
and reality, into infancy, darkneſs, = 
and error. Ceres, therefore, or the 


intellectual part of the ſoul, in the . 
. courſe of her wanderings, that is, of i 
5 her evolutions and proceſſions 8 
9 matter, is at length captivated with 
. che arts of f Baubo, or a ws pe 5 


: bibes ten 6f ber Fiete Nate i 8 
i the "Wy Tour” which the we 
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| pares : the Miſeelhngene liquor being 
an obvious ſymbol of ſuch a life, mix- 
=, ed and impure, and, on this account, 
85 obnoxious to corruption and death; 5 
5 fince every thing pure and unmixed is 


1 incorruptible and divine. And here it 


is neceſſary to caution the reader from 


imagining, that becauſe, according to A 
the: fable, the wanderings of Ceres 
conmence after the rape of Proſer- 

1 pine, hence intelle& deſcends poſterior 


_— ſoul, andina ſeparate manner: _ 


= for nothing more is meant by N * 

| cumſtance than that intellect, from the 
. ſuperior excellence of its nature, bas 
5 A cania], Wand not a ag e pro- ” 


0 cid 4 revolt commences in- = 

oy, — deed from ſoul, and afterwards takes —= 
1 place | in intellect, yet not ſo as that 
= former deſcends without the inſe- e 


7 Parable: attendance of the latter. 1 © 


1 a& 1 


From this explanation, then, of the 


fable, we may eaſily perceive the 
meaning of the myſtic confeſſion, 1 
have faſted, but I have drank a miſcel- 
laneous potion, &c. for by the former 
. part of the aſſertion, no more is meant 
than that intelle&, previous to its in- 
bibing oblivion, through the fraudu- 
lent arts of a corporeal life, abſtains . 
from all material concerns, and does 
- ot mingle itſelf (as far as its nature 
: capable of ſuch abaſement) with 
even the necefſary delights of the body. 5 
And as to the latter part, it doubtleſs 
alludes to the deſcent of Proſerpine =. 
RE Hades, and her re· aſcent to the abodes TY 
of her mother Ceres : that 1 is, to the 
circulations of ſoul, and her alter- 
8. nately falling into generation, andaſ : 
cending from thence into the intelli- 
gible world, and becoming perfectly TEE 
EE. converted to her divine and intellectual IT 
# part. For the C. Wa contained the moſt 1 
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arcane ſymbols of the myſteries, into 
=} which it was unlawful for the profane 
—_— . to look : and whatever were its con- 
5 tents, we learn from the hymn of 
Callimachus to Ceres, that they were 
7 formed from gold, which, from its in- 
cCorruptibility, is anevident ſymbol of an 
immaterial nature. And as to the Ca- 
lathus, this, as we are told by Clau- 
5 dian, was filled with ſpoliis agreſtibus, . 
1 ſpoils or fruits of the feld, which _ 
=—_ manifeſt ſymbols of a life corporeal | 7 
= terrene. So that the myſtic, =—_ 
„ confeſſing that he had taken from the — 
Ciſta, and placed what he had taken 
into the Calathus, and thecontrary, oo 
caiultly acknowledged the deſcent of his 
| foul from a condition of being wholly 
= immaterial and immortal, into one 
1 8 material and mortal; and that, ou We 
Eg contrary, by living according: t 
N purity which the myſteries inculcated, — 
be ſhould re-aſcend to that perfeftion — 


[ 19 ] 
of his nature, from which he had un 
n fallen. 


it K now remains that we con- - 


ration, or arcane comte, in ch 
it is faid, that after the goddeſs Ceres, 


on arriving at Eleuſina, had diſcovered | . 


her daughter, ſhe inſtructed the Eleu- p- 


ſinians in the plantation of corn: or, 
according to Claudian, the ſearch of 


= Ceres 551 her daughter, through the 


goddeſs diſcovering the art of tillage 
| as ſhe went, proved the occaſion of a 
univerſal benefit to mankind. No 


5 the ſecret meaning of this n de 8 


5 vious, by conſidering that the deſcent 


bol intelle& into the realms of genera — 

tion, becomes, indeed, the greateſt be: 
5 nefit and ornament which a material bk. 

n capable of receiving: - 


g ou without the participation of intellect 
3 -- Wnt the loweſt "Tegions of matter, no- 


[ 130. ** 
| thing but irrational ſoul and a brutal 
life would ſubſiſt in its dark and fluc- 
tuating abode. As the art of tillage, 
therefore, and particularly the pl an ta- 
tion of corn, becomes the greateſt poſ- 


e benefit to our ſeyſible SR. 
DP ſymbol can more aptly repreſent the 

: unparalleled advantages ariſing from N 
— _—_ evolution and proceſſion of intel- 


8 le& i into a corporeal life, than the good 


5 reſulting from agriculture and _. 
for whatever of horrid and diſmal —_ 


be conceived ; in nigbt, ſuppoſing it to. 
1 perpetually deſtitute of the friendly 5 


s illuminations, of the moon and ſtars, 
| ' ſuch, and infinitely more dreadful, 
would be the condition of an earthly, 


| nature, if deprived of the beneficent , — 


. irradiations and ſuperrening ARAM: - 
. of an. intelleckual lier, 


1 _ 3 1 an a explanation. I 


of the Eleuſiuian g bene PL; ie 
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| hiſtory of Ceres and Proſerpine; in 


which it muſt be remembered, that as 


this fable, according to the excellent 1 
| obſervation of Salluſt already adduced, 
is of the mixed kind, though the de- 
ſcent of the ſoul was doubtleſs princi- 
Pally alluded to by theſe ſacred rites, 
yet they likewiſe occultly ſignified, | 
agreeable to the nature of the fable, 

* the proceſſion of divinity i into the ſub- e 
T4 lunary world. But when we view the 
fable in this part of its meaning, we - 

muſt be careful not to confound the 

; nature of a partial intellect like ours : 

8 with one univerſal and divine; for as 

every thing ſubfiſting about whe: gods OT 

6 deified, intellect in the higheſt de- 

gree, and next to this lou, hence 
5 wanderings and raviſhments, lamen- 1 
„ tations and tears, can here only ſignify =; 

the participations and providential "= 
energies of theſe about inferior na- 
. cures; and this 3 in ſuch a manner as 5 5 
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| not to derogate from the Signieys: or 
impair the perfection, of the divine 
participated eſſence. I only add, that 
- me preceding expoſition will enable us . 
to perceive the meaning and beauty 
of the following repreſentation of the 
rape of Proſerpine, from the Heliacan 
tables of Hieronymus Aleander, as - 
| delivered by Kircher in his Obeliſeus 
8 Pamphilius, p- 22/7. For here, firſt 
of all, we behold Ceres Maa 
ECTS drawn by two dragons, and after- \, 
wards, Diana and Minerva, with an 
| 5 inverted calathus at their feet, and . 
e Pointing out to Ceres, Proſerpine, Who 
is hurried away by Pluto in his =_ 
| _ and is in the attitude of one ſtruggling ND 
7 be free. In the next place, Hercu- * 
_—_— repreſented with his club, in the 
5 attitude of one oppoſing the violence 
of Pluto: and laſt of all, Jupiter Ss: 
OD repreſented. extending his hand, as # 
wo.illing to aſſiſt Proſerpine in -- : 


2 4 133 1 1 
frows' the enblaces of Pluto. 1 ſhall 


therefore conclude this ſection with 


the following remarkable paſſage from 20 


1 580 Plutarch, which will not only con- 


firm, but be itſelf corroborated by the | 


EY preceding expoſition. | O T1 puey ouv 1 v 


Pens Ac PUTWONGY 40, 9 Tap END 9 ö Bap Ph, 55 
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293 vol K. * e. 0 That the antient Phy- | 


5 fiology, therefore, as well of the 
HGreeks as the Barbarians, was no- 


N 7 ur elle than a et diſcourſe - 


0 Vide Flutarh aud TY 


6 jectures, and among the reſt a myſ- 
tic theology, in which the things 5 
3 * ſpoken were clearer to the mult” 
Yo, 


c 


061 v 
„ 


1 34 J 
1 817 ! in fables, concealing many 
things through ænigmas and con- 


- 1, than thoſe delivered i in ſilence, 
5 


and the things delivered in ſilence 
were more ſubject to conjecture than 


what was ſpoken, is manifeſt from 5 


= the Orphic verſes, and the Egyptian | 

5 « and Phrygian diſcourſes. | But = - 
e orgies of initiations, and the ſymbolical . 

operations of facred rites. eſpecially, = 


: exhibit i the Xe conceptions of * antients.” DS 


; Wn 


1 


ON THE MYSTERIES OF Bacchus. 


= Taz Dioyfiacal Ga; rites: I - 
tuted by Orpheus, depended on the 
following arcane narration, Part = 
Which has been already ralated 1 in =_— 
et preceding ſection, and the reſt may | be OF 
0 found 1 in a variety of authors. Dio- z 
* nyſius, or Bacchus, while he was 
40 yet a boy, was engaged by the Ti- 
« tans, through the ftratagems of 
Juno, in a variety of ſports, with : 
which that period of life is ſo evhe- 
55 mently allured; and among the 8 
« he was particularly captivated with | 
« beholding his image in a mirror; 
during his admiration of which, ne 
was s miſerablyt torn in n pieces by t the 
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46 
© of cruelty, firſt boiled his members in 
„ water, and afterwards roaſted them 5 
* by the fre. But while they were . 
« taſting his fleſh thus drefled, Jupi- 5 
„ter, excited by the ſteam, and per- 
c 


dceiving the cruelty of the deed, 
hure his thunder at the Titans; 
but committed his members to 


4 Apollo, the brother of Bacchus, . 
« that they might be properly in- | 
terred. And this being performed, | 


0 Diony uus, (whoſe heart during his $ 
66 laceration Was ſnatched away by W 
ol Pallas and preſerved,) by a new = 


1 regeneration, again emerged, and * 
© being. reſtored to his priſtine. life 


_— 


cc 
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Titans; we not content with this 


« and integrity, he afterwards filled 
up the number of the gods. But 


in the mean time, from the exkha- 


4 lations formed from the aſhes of - 


the burning bodies of the Titans, 


e mankind were produced.” ee . 
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order to underſtand properly the ſecret 15 


meaning of this narration, it is neceſ- 
ſary to repeat the obſervation already 


made in the preceding ſection, , that 
e all fables belonging to myſtic cere- 
« monies are of the mixed kind!“ 
and conſequently the preſent table, as 
well as that of Proſerpine, muſt in one 
part have reference to the gods, and in 
the other to the human ſoul, as the 
„ aint expoſition. will abundantly > 
- evince : "LES 2 N 


5 8 che firſt cont, 8 by . 5 
. 1 or Bacchus, according „ 
higheſt eſtabliſhment of this deity, : 
muſt underſtand the intelle& of the : 
mundane foul; for there dre es 

proceſſions of this god, or Bacchuſes, 5 

derived from his eſſence. But by the 5 
os Titans we muſt underſtand the mun- 
dane gods, of whom Bacchus is the 
EO ſummit : * Jupiter, the De, 5 8 
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or rider of the nine * 1 
the deity of the Sun, who has both a 
905 mundane and ſuper-mundane eſtabliſh- | 
ment, and by whom the univerſe = 
bound in ſymmetry and conſent, 5 
0 through ſplendid reaſons and harmo- 
nizing power: and, laſtly, by Minerva 
- : we 3 underſtand that fontal, intel- = 
lectual, imperatorial, and providential = 
deity, WhO guards and preſerves al! 
- middle lives in an immutable condi- 
tion, through intelligence and wh 
_ energizing life, and by this means ſuſ@ 
_ them from the depredations of 
matter. Again, by the puerile hn 
of Bacchus at the period of his lacera= 
tion, the flouriſhing condition of an 
intellectual nature is implied; fince, 
. according to the Orphic theology, ſouls, . 
while under the government of Saturn, . 
who is pure intellect, inſtead of Pro- 5 
8 ceeding, as now, from youth to age, 
advance in a retrograde progreſſion 


= 39 3 


from age to youth. The arts em- 


- ployed by the Titans, in order to en- 
ſnare Dionyſius, are ſymbolical of 


| _ thoſe apparent and diviſible energies of 
the mundane gods, through which the 
| participated intelle& of Bacchus be- 
comes, as * wer e, torn in pieces: 
and by the mirror we muſt underſtand, | 
in the langauge of Proclus, the 1 inap- 


ittude of the univerſe to receive mn 


plenitude of intellectual perfection: Fo 
but the ſymbolical meaning of his la- 1 4 


5 cCeration, through the ſtratagems " = 


. Juno, and the conſequent puniſhment 7 
a Titans, is thus beautifully un- 


folded by Olympiodorus, 1 in his MS. 
| Commentary on the Phædo of Plato: 


The form,” ſays he, . of mar 
Which! is univerſal is pluckt off, torn 


„„ pieces, and ſcattered into gene- 5 
. ration; and Dionyſius! is the monad 


YN of the Titans. But his laceration 5 
. «is. fad: to take . N the g 5 | 


„ * 
1 ſtratagems of Juno, becauſe this 
« goddeſs is the inſpective guarcan . 
* motion and progreſſion; and on 
«© this account, in the Iliad, ſhe per- 
_ «44 petually rouſes and excites Jupiter 
to providential energies about fe . | 
* condary concerns: and, in aoer B 
„ “ reſpect, Dionyſius i is the inſpective ,, E 
guardian of generation, becauſe he 
< preſides over life and death; for he 

_ > guardian of life becauſe of 
— generation, but of death becauſe . 
vine produces an enthuſiaſtic ener- 
„ py; and we become more enthu= - 
« ſiaſtic at the period of diſſolution, Sree 
& as Proclus evinces agreeable to Ho- 
„ mer; 8 for he became prophetic 1 : 
&« the time of his death. They like- SE 
ee wiſe aſſert, that tragedy and wo 
ns „ medy are referred to Dionyſius: „ 
comedy, indeed, becauſe this is the 5 
play or joke of life; but tragedy n 
1 account of the Paſo ons and death, . 
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/which. it repreſents. Comedians, 
therefore, do not properly denomi- 
nate tragedians, as if they were noet 
Dionyſiacal; afferting, at the fame 
time, that nothing tragical belongs 
to Dionyſius. But Jupiter huded 
his thunder at the Titans ; the 
thunder ſignifying a converſion on 
high : for fire naturally aſcends; 
and hence Jupiter, by this means, 
converts the Titans to himſelf,” — 
| Eager & 7 v No NU eidog [7 * yeve- . : 
cel, Hove de 7 TIT AV 0 d.o vv. — 
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2 ri Joey, H r Efe aver Nc 
S. Jeo dovuT uw. Toy prev X49 phi0reey Tom | 
iy OUT ay Jo Cov Thy os rgeyulian 0 d 
SE 7% men, » 59 I EN 17, BK ae aD 
ol N Hνẽõn i Joug Dpa prog eynaheuc n, we n 
7 Jeovuoraxoig. ougiv, NE,. ors £721 Dalſa 0 
4 1 70 Norvc oy. Ker * TOUT 1 
Cove, 70 Kepavou qMouiſos Tm erwpoper* 
1 Tupyog er. Ta avto | K4YOURLEVCE. I Exiggepe 
0 au]ous 7 g ecbre. But by the 1 mem- | = 
e bers of Dionyſius being firſt boiled 1 = 
water by the Titans, and afterwards N 
| roaſted, by the fire, the proceſſion on 3 
: diſtribution. of intellect into matter, = 
— ſubſequent converſion from 
5 thence, 1 is evidently. implied : for A 
. conſidered by the Egyptians, . 
as we have already obſerved, as the 
oy ſymbol of matter; and fire 18 the _ 
= tural ſymbol of aſcent. he heart of 
e . Dionyſius too, 18, with the. greateſt ; 
. propriety, ſaid to be preſerved . 
. nee for chis goddeſs i 1s the guariling * 
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of life, of which the heart i 18 a ſym- 
bol. 80 that this part of the fable 
plainly ſignifies, that while intellectual 
| be is diſtributed 1 into the univerſe, its 
principle is preſerved entire by the 
| guardian power and providence of un- 
| polluted intelligence. And as Apollo . 
is the ſource of all union and har- 
mony, and as he is called by Proclus, 8 
in his elegant hymn to the Sun, the: 
«6, key-keeper of the fountain of life,” 


_ the reaſon is obvious why the mem 


* bers of Dionyſius, which were buried 5 


by this deity, by a new generation 
again emerged, and were reſtored to 
3 priſtine integrity ee en 


” SY let it here be carefully obſerved, that 8 


4 renovation, when applied to the gods, 85 


. is to be conſidered as ſecretly implying = 


5 the riſing of their proper light, and 


its conſequent appearance to ſubordi- 


nate natures. And that puniſhment, ö 


= When conſidered as taking is: abour . 


. 
beings more excellent than mankind, 
| ſignifies nothing more than a ſecon- 


dary providence of ſuch beings which 


wo i puniſhing. erate, and + 
which ſubſiſts about apoſtatizing ſouls. . 


Hence, then, from what has been 


|  faid, we may eaſily collect the ulti- 
| mate deſign of the firſt part of this 


myſtic fable; for it appears to be no 


other than to repreſent the manner in 
50 which. the form of the mundane” in- 


: 
I 
* Bf 
| 
: 
| 


tellect is diſtributed into the univerſe; a 


 —thatſuchan intellect (and every 1 
which is total) remains entire during . 


its participations, and that the partici- 


5 pations themſelves are continually con- 1 


verted to their ſource, with which 


f they become finally united. 80 that 55 5 
DE intellectual illumination, while it pro- mw 
ceeds into the dark and rebounding HY 
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receptacle of matter, and inveſts its 5 


5 obſcurity with the ſupervening orna- * . 
ments of deine light, returns at the £ . 


ö 5 145 1 
ſame time without intermiſſion to the 
- * of its ent 


5 "Live us now oder OR 6 n DX” . 
the fable, in which it is faid that our 
ſouls were formed from the vapours 


produced by the aſhes of the burning 


bodies of the Titans; at the ſame 7 


time connecting it with the former 
part of the fable, which is alſo appli- 


cable in a certain degree to the con- 


© 4 dition of a partial intellect like ours. 


In the firſt place, then, we are com- 


poſed from Fragments, (fays Olympi- OS 
 odorus,) becauſe, through falling i into 5 
T2 generation, our life has proceeded into EE 
the moſt diſtant and extreme diviſion ; 3 


8 but from Titannic fragments, becauſe e 
2 the Titans are the ultimate artificers 5 
1 things, and the moſt proximate bo 
their fabrications. But farther, our 


irrational life is Titanic, under which 
7 the rational life! is torn in n pieces. Aud . 


[ 146 ] 
lhe, when we diſperſe the Dio 7 


ſius, or intellect contained in the ſe- Fo 
cret receſſes of our nature, breaking = 


in 1 pieces the kindred and divine form 
- our eſſence, and which communi- 
| cates, as it were, both with things 
1 ſubordinate and ſupreme, then we 1 


come Titans; ; but when we eſtabliſh 


- ourſelves. in union with this Diony- 1 


ſüuacal or kindred form, then we be- 4 


| come Bacchuſes, or perfect g guardians 5 


1 of our irrational life: for Dionyſius, 


"whom in this reſpect we reſemble, is 5 


himſelf a guardian deity, diſſolving at 
his pleaſure the bonds by which the 


ſoul is united to the body, ſince he is 


l cauſe of a partial life. But nh 


5 5 neceſſary that the paſſive nature of = 
our irrational part, through which we 


are bound in body, and which is no- 


thing more than the reſounding echo, 


2s it were, of ſoul, ſhould ſuffer the 
2 1s | puniſhment incurred by deſcent ; | for 


when the foul caſts aſide the pecu- 


liarity of her nature, ſhe requires a 
certain proper, but at the ſame time 


multiform body, that ſhe may again 
become indigent of a common form, 


which ſhe has loſt through Titannic 


” ——_ into matter. 


9 ! in eh to hs ith perfect ad : 
beautiful reſemblance between the 


manner in which our ſouls deſcend 


and the participation of intellect » : 


- mundane natures, let the reader attend | 
to the following admirable citation from 


the Ms. Commentary of Olympiodo- 5 
rus on the Phædo of Plato: - In 


= order,” ſays he, © to the ſoul's de- 


ſcent, it is neceſſary that ſhe ſhould * 


5 3 8 


"0 : 


firſt eſtabliſh an animating image - 
OS” | herſelf in the body; and in the . 
e cond place, that ſhe ſhould ſympa- OE 
thize with the image, according to 
a ſimilitude of form: for every . 


1 


„ 


itſelf, through naturally verging to 
itſelf, In the third place, being : 


© ſituated ima diviſible nature, 2”: 


*« neceflary that ſhe ſhould be lacera- 
ted and ſcattered together with ſuch oY 
x nature, and that ſhe ſhould fall 1 
„into an ultimate diſtribution, —_ 


N through the energies of a cathartic . | 


07 life, the raiſes herſelf from the ex- : 


66 


"os 


i. : | 6 


cc 


55 ac 


= 


[ 148 1 


form paſſes into a ſameneſs with 


treme diſperſion, and looſens the 
dg bond of ſy mpathy through which 5 
ſhe is united with body ; and till, 


at the ſame time, energizing with- 3 


8 the image, ſhe becomes eſta- 
8 | | 4e bliſhed according to her primary ; 


- . #2008; And we may behold a reſem- - ; 
„ blance of all this in the fable re- 
ſpecting Bacchus, the exemplar of | 


„ intellect. For it is faid that 5 
N Dionyſius, eſtabliſhing his ! image _ 
-- 4 amor, purſued it, and thus bs 


« came diſtributed into the univerſe, 


[19] 


| ce 


5 deity, and the true ſaviour of Dio- 


„ nyſius; and on this account he 1 ; 
. celebrated as Dionyſites.“ Ori du. 
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But Apollo excited a elevated 7 
« Bacchus; this god being a cathartic 
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_ Ws FUCSC108 Ka da rob ro dior ονονν , 
vert. Hence, as the ſame author 


beautifully obſerves, the ſoul revolves 
according to a myſtic and mundane | 


circulation: for flying from an indi- 5 
viſible and Dionyſiacal life, and ener- 
gizing according to a Titannic and re- | 


1 volting energy, ſhe becomes bound =_ - 


body as in a priſon. Hence, too, the 
abides in puniſhment. and takes care „ 
of her partial concerns; and being __ 
rraiſied from Titannic defilements, and 
e collected i into one, ſhe becomes a Bac- 


” chus; 3 chat is, ſhe paſſes 1 into the . = 


© per integrity of her nature according 1 


t the Dionyſius who abides on high. 
7; From all which it evidently follows, 


that he who lives Dionyſiacally reſts . 
men labours and is freed from his - 
bonds; that he leaves his pr iſon, or 
rather his apoſtatizing life ; and that | 
| he who does this is 4 cathartic philo- - 


7 155 Gopher, But farther from this account = 


” | reſides. with 


[ 151 } 


of Dionyſius, we may perceive the 
truth of Plato's obſervation, „“ that 
the defign of the myſteries is to 
— lead us back to the perfection from 
Which, as a principle, we firſt made 
— 40 our deſcent.” For in this. perfec- 
= tion Dionyſius 1 ſubſiſts, eſta 
= bliſhing perfect ſouls i in the. throne of 
Ws his proper father; that 
whole of a life according to Jupiter. Le 
80 that h Who 18 perfect neceſſarily . 

h the gods, according 40, 
: the deſign of thoſe deities, pg are 
i - the ſources of conſummate perfection 

to the ſoul. And laſtly, the Thyrſus 
„ which was uſed in the Bacchic 

Z | proceſſion, as it was a reed full = 

Pe knots, 1 is an apt ſymbol of the diſtri- 
bution of an intellectual nature into 
. ſenſible world. And agreeable =” 
this, Olympiodorus on the Phzdo ob- 205 

1 ſerves, that the Thyrſus 1 is a ſymbol Fe 
© of material and Partial fabrication 


18, in the 


[14 


8 wo 


4 15 52 7 


from its diff pated continuity; 1 * 


that on this account it is a Titannic 
pan, "FU. it was cuſtomary to 
extend before Bacchus inſtead of 
e paternal ſceptre; and through 


this they called him down into a 


ö partial nature. And, indeed, the 


Titans are Thyrſus- bearers; and 
Prometheus concealed fire in a 
"0 Thyrſus or reed; whether he is con- 
„ fſidered as deducing celeſtial light 
into generation; or producing „ 
% into body; or calling forth divine 
3 illumination (the Whole of which 
0" 


260 


is without generation) into genera- 85 


64. tien. Hence Socrates calls the mul- 


* titude Or phically Thyrſus-bearers, | 


«4 becauſe they live acccording to a 


- 46 
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. And thus ameli for the Gomes mean- 5 
IE 2 of the fable, which formed a prin- 1 
cipal part of theſe myſtic rites. Let 
us now proceed to confider the fignifi- : 
cation of the ſymbols, which, —_ 5 
ing to Clemens Alexandrinus, belong 1 
ed to the Bacchic ceremonies; and _ — 
which are ——— in the fol- | 


_ lowing Orphic verſes : ” 


kene, % . * Taryna erben 
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That i is, kts 


A — a 1 and the wanton vlays, ” ; 
Which move and bend the limbs in various ways: 


Gp Wich theſe th' Heſperian golden-fruit combine, 


"Wes. beauteous 1 defend of voice divine. 


5 To all which Clemens adds We . 
by mirror, Toxo, 4 Reece of wool, and 
Aas paνανν, the ankle-bone. In the firſt 
place, then, with reſpect to the wheel, 
ſince Dionyſius, as we have already 
explained, is the mundane intellect, 
and. intellect i is of a reduRorial, or con- . 
| vertive nature, nothing can be a more . 
| apt ſymbol of intellectual energy than 
a wheel or ſphere : : beſides, as the l- 
: ceration of Dionyſius ſignifies the pro- = 
cebſſion of intellectual illumination into „ 
7 matter, and its converſion at the fame _ 
15 time to its ſource, this too will =—_ 
„ ſymbolized by a wheel. In the 
ln ſecond place, a pine-nut, from its co- 


| nical E 18 a N * of „„ 


E 155 * 


the manner in which intellectual illu- 


mination proceeds from its principle 
into a material nature. 18 For the 
ſoul, fays Macrobius *, pro- 
ceeding from a round figure, which 
the only « divine form, 1 18 produced 
N into a cone by 1 its defluxion.” And 7» f 
. the ſame is true ſymbolically of intel- 
lect. And as to the wanton ſports 
5 which bend the limbs, this evidently 
EE alludes to the Titannic arts, by Which 
5 Dionyſius was. allured, and occultly 
. ſignifies the energies of the mundane 
intellect, conſidered as ſubſiſting ac- 
cording to an apparent and diviſible EY 
condition. But the Heſperian golden- 
” apples, ſignify the pure and incorrup- _ 
— tible nature of that inte ellect, or a 
"op nyſius, which is participated by the 
world; for a golden apple, according 


15 to o W en, is a Gabe 1 


A 
WY 


= 


| * In fo. Sep. cap. 12. 5 3 


TJ 
of the world; and this ble 
butt» on account of its external figure, 
8 and the incorruptible intellect Which 
5 contains, and with the illuminations | 
of which it is» externally adorned ; 
fince. gold, on account of its never 


| being ſubject to ruſt, aptly denotes an 


incorruptible and immaterial nature. 


The mirror, which is the next ſym- 
bol, we hayf already explained. And 


dlãZs to the fleece of wool, this is a ſym- 
5 bol of the laccration, or diſtribution _— 
. intellect, or Dionyſius, into matter; 5 


. for the verb cp, dilanio, which _ 


is uſed in the relation of the Bacchic 

| diſcerption, ſignifies to tear in pieces 

Uke wool: a hence Ifidorus derives 
the: Latin avi lana, 2woul, from lani- 


5 ando, as vellus a vellendo. Nor muſt 


ol paſs unobſerved, that Aqwog, in Greek, . 
ſignifies wool, and Nds, a wine- pre eſs. 


Aud, indeed, the prefling of grapes - 5 
z as evident a een of diſperſion. as 


157 * 
the tearing of * and this circum- 
55 ſtance was doubtleſs one principal rea- | 
fon why grapes were conſecrated to 


Bacchus: for a grape, previous to its 


1 preſſure, aptly | repreſents that which is 
collected into one; and when it is 


5 preſſed into juice, it no leſs aptly. re- 


preſents the diffuſion of that which 


Vas before collected and entire. And Fe 


laſtly, the agpayuncg, or anlle- bone, ' 
- WW principally ſubſervient to the pro- 


greſſive motion of animals, ſo it be- ; 


longs, with great propriety, to the 5 


myſtic Hinbols- of Bacchus ; ſince it 


doubtleſs ſignifies the progreſſions of i 5 


that deity into the regions of nature: * 


for nature, or that divi6ble life which 


; ſüubſiſts about body, and which is pro- Ei 


” ductive of ſeeds, immediately depends 5 


bY Bacchus. And hence we are inn 
formed by Proclus, in Tim. p. 18 5 
9 that the genital parts of this god are 


5 denominared * rheologiſts, Diana, | 


a [ 188 1 


uh ſays "Or preſides over the whole 
of the generation in nature, leads forth 


into light all natural reaſons, and ex- 
tends a prolific power from on high 


even to the ſubterranean realms. And 


hence we may perceive the reaſon 
why, in the Orphic hymn to N ature, 


that goddeſs 1 18 deſcribed as, 66 turning 
3 round filent traces with the ankle- | 


| 4 bones Us her feet.” _ 


e- erbe, ad wee aue cuea. : n 13 


And it is highly worthy o our 8 


tion that in this verſe of the bymn - 


| Nature i is celebrated As: Fortune, = 
He cording to that defcription of the god- Li 


deſs in which ſhe is repreſented a8 


ſtanding with her feet on a wheel, Es 
which ſhe continually turns round with 


— a progreſſive motion; as the following 


_ verſe from the fame da. en 5 


confirms : N 


| Avay rp bees, ee eee. „% ny 


c 
* 2 
: g 
* % : . 
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The ſenſe of which is, * moving 

with rapid motion on an eternal 

heel.“ Nor ought it to ſeem won 

4 derful chat Nituts ſhould be cele- 

& brated as Fortune; for Fortune in 

6 the Orphic bymn to that deity i is 

© invoked as Diana: and the moon, 

as we have obſerved in the prece- 

e « ding ſection, 18 the auroT]ov ra ; 
e e Quoews, the felf- conſpicuous image 0 ) = : 
66 Nature; and indeed the apparent 
N inconſtancy of Fortune, has an 
„ evident agreement with the fluctu- | 

7 « ating condition in which the do- 
1 minions of nat t ure are Perpetudly 

MM involved.” 8 


5 * only 1 now remains that we ex- 
5 Fr the ſecret. meaning of the ſacred 
dreſs with which the initiated in the 
5 Dionyſiacal myſteries. were inveſted, 
N in order to the  Oporiopos taking place; 5 OD 
or © fitting | in a ſolemn ! manner on a 


—— — — — ws - 
——_—_—_— — ——— —— ———  — —— . 


[| 
"ip 

| 
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cch)hrone, about which it was cuſtomary 

. for the other myſtics to dance. But 

the particulars of this habit are thus 

deſcribed in the Orphic verſes preſerv- _ 
ed by Macrobius in the firſt book of 
his Securing? _ 18. Lad 


| Tails: 7 4 ends ps ornun . > | 
. Tobe des rl epravyous NEASOIO. 
II cor pv ag 6 νννννõ0 exliveoow 


8 Led Dovνεο (lege Poneos) optic doi TION | 
| Avrap urig de viCpo:o Tarzonov ef en,, © 


5 : 5 Arpuce ToAvpixlo Inpog Lala J:Z10v TY | 8 
oo 5 Aso J Ny (641481 epo Te Noel. 25 6 | 
5 kae 9 vreg de c sene XpuTeor, wore TIN SES 


OR 4s < TizpParuik wepes Sepray Popsriy pays One | 
> . Ede or 8% TepaTwy Yam QacFuy n £4 SESA 
Xpvoriaus Nhe Barn pooy 289190, i 
8 £ Avyn bY eso „ c. F Noc aprons | 5 Te 
| Mayuaipn Jamo EMT TOE uc la *] ο 6. 
los de Seer. Conn J op vio ger aprrprow © 
; dau a ont c e © . nodes, 5 


: That is, 


5 8 who defires in ; pomp of ſhores 3 1 


1 : _ * he ſun' s reſplendant body to expreſs, . 5 
| © Should firſt a veil aſſume of purple bright, 9 
l ES Like fur white beams combin'd wah * * $9. 
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- On his right ſhoulder, next, a l s broad hide, 
Widely diverſify'd with ſpotted pride 
Should hang, an image of the pole divine, 
And dzdal ſtars, whoſe orbs eternal ſhine? 
A golden ſplendid zone, then, o'er the veſt | 
le next ſhould throw, and bind it round his breaſt; 3 
In mighty token, how with golden light, 
The rifing ſun, from earth's laſt bounds and night . 


= Sudden emerges, and, with matchleſs force, . 
| Darts though old Ocean's billows in his courſe. 


| A boundleſs ſplendor hence, enſhrin'd in dew, : : oe 
Plays on his whirlpools, glorious to the view ; 7 


While his circumfluent waters ſpread abroad, 


Full in the preſence of the radiant god: 


But Ocean's circle, like a zone of light, | | a Tra * 1 


= The ſun's wide boſom pirds, and fene 5 wond' ring CO 


6 * Fg 3 then, 3 us. "Ew 


5 fee why this myſtic dreſs belonging 9 


to Bacchus is to repreſent the . 5 


Now the reaſon of this will be evident 


ee following obſervations: ac- 0 
85 cording to the Orphic theology, the i 


intellect of every planet is denomina- . 


. ted a Bacchus, who is characterized i in e 
ow * a different en, 10 that . 
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the intellect of the ſolar deity 1 18 1 
Trietericus Bacchus. And in the ſe- 
cond place, ſince the divinity of the 


oe ſun, according to the arcana of the 


antieut theology, has a ſuper-mundane 


as well as mundane eſtabliſhment, and 
"5 wholly . of a reductorial or intellec- 1 


tual nature; hence conſidered as ſuper- 


mundane, he muſt both produce and 
cContain the mundane intellect, or Dio- 
nyſius, in his eſſence; for all the = 
. | mundane. are contained 1n the ſuper- - 
a _ mundane deities, by whom alſo they — 
i produced. Hence Proclus, in his = | 
i”. bang mn to the ſun, kak £ 


*. ada 2 Aunvores Tong 5 „ 


That is, « they celebrate thee in 
"oi a as the illuſtrious ante of : 


„ Dionyſius.” And thirdly, it is 
1 through the ſablitence- of Dionyſius 


in the ſun. that that luminar * derives 


. its circular progreſſion, | as is» evident . 


a 
from the following Orphic verſe, in in 


which, ſpeaking of the fun, it is 12 | 
of him, that 


— — 15 hed: F TT EY 
Out ren rar . {corps „ 


"Ye? is called Dionyſus, becauſe he : 


46 20 carried with a circular motion 


0 through the immenſely- extended . 
W. heavens.“ And this with the ". 2 


eſt propriety, ſince intelle&, as we have 
"1 already « obſerved, is entirely of A COll- 


. vertive and reductorial nature: ſo that 


So from all this, it is ſufficiently evident 
why. the dreſs of Dionyſius is repre- 
ſented as belonging to the ſun. In the 0 


ſecond place, the veil, reſembling a 


mixture of fiery light, 18 an obvious Dy 


image of the ſolar fire. And as to the i 
ſpotted mule-ſkin, which i is to repre- 5 
4 ſent the ſtarry heavens, this is nothing _ 


more than an image of the moon; - 


tus. luminary, according t to > Proclus V 
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on Heſiod, reſembling the mixed na- 
ture of a mule; « becoming. dark 
„through her participation of earth, 
and deriving her proper light from | 
« the ſun.” Inc pe E£xoura To -- = 
: Geo Ya, Mu & TO _oeew0v e. pus. ” 
Taury aer ouv enero rgog GUT 71 1{440- ; 
706. in Heſ. p · 174. So that the ſpot- 
ted hyde of the mule ſignifies tbe 
moon attended with a multitude of . 
ſtars: and hence, in the Orphic hymn . 
to the moon, that deity is celebrated 18 
232 ſhining ſurrounded with beauti- 
1 « ful ſtars: oct | „„ ©) 


eme expo eee. 15 


5 and i is likewiſe called kee, or queen : 7 


h * next place, the golden z Zone . 
1 :Þ the circle of the Ocean, as the nr 
. verſes plainly evince. a But, ou will 2 


aſk, what has the riſing | of the fun 1 


[ 165 4 


through the ocean, from the bounda- 
ries of earth and night, to do with 
the adventures of Bacchus? I anſwer, 
that it is impoſſible to deviſe a ſymbol 
more beautifully accommodated to the 
paurpoſe: for, in the firſt place, is not 
| the ocean a proper emblem of a mate- 
rial nature, whirling and ſtormy, and 
perpetually rolling without admitting 
= periods of repoſe ? And is not the. 
ſun emerging from its boiſterous deeps „ 
* perſpicuous ſymbol of an intellectual . 
nature, apparently riſing from the 
1 dark and fluctuating receptacle of mat- 5 
5 ter, and conferring form and beauty TT 
„ the ſenſible univerſe through _— 
. light? 1 ſay apparently riſing, for ; 
though intellect. always ſoles =: 
ſplendor with invariable energy, ne 
zs not always perceived by the ſubjects 2 
| of its illuminations; beſides, as ſenſi- 0 
:  "_ natures can only receive partially + 
5 and ſucceſſively the denen of divine = 
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irradiatios; hence fables regatding this 
temporal participation transfer, for the 
purpoſe of concealment and in con- 
g formity to the phænomena, the im- 
perfection of ſubordinate natures to 
ſuch as are ſupreme. This deſctip- 7 
tion, therefore, of the riſing ſun, —_— 
moſt beautiful ſymbol of the renova- 
tion of Bacchus, which, as we have = 
already obſerved, implies nothing more 
than the riſing of intellectual light, 
„ and its conſequent appearance to bob. 
. | ordinate forms. e 
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5 And thus auch or the myſteries of — 
Bacchus, which, as well as thoſe of 
Ceres, relate i in one part to the deſcent . 
. of a partial intellect into matter, and 
„ condition while united with the = 
Ti dark tenement of body: but there 3 
2 pears to be this difference between the 
two, that in the fable of Ceres and 


i Proferpine, the deſcent of the whole : 
i 

| 

5 


28; 


rational ſoul is conſidered ; and in that 
of Bacchus, the diſtribution and pro- 
ceſſion of that ſupreme part alone of 
our nature which we properly charac- _ 
terize by the appellation of intelle&. 
- ou compoſition of each we may 
diſcern the ſame traces of exalted wif= 
duom and recondite theology; of a the- 
| ology the moſt venerable of all others 
for its antiquity, and the moſt admi- 5 


rable for its excellence and reality: 


_ each we may caſily perceive the * = 
' rance and malevolence of Chriſtian 
prieſts, from the moſt early fathers to 
the moſt modern retailers of hypocriſy | 5 
and cant; 25 and in each every intelli- 5 
gent reader muſt be alternately excited ; 
to grief and indignation, to pity and 
contempt, at the barbarous wythologi- 
cal ſyſtems of the moderns: for in 13 
bhbeſe we meet with nothing but ml 
1 and deluſion; opinions founded either „ 


5 on | fanaticiſm or atheiſm, inconceiva- 285 
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bly abſurd and d obſcure, 5 
ridiculouſly vain and monſtrouſly de- 
formed, ſtupidly dull and contempti- | 
| bly zealous, Apoſtolically delirious, or 
hiſtorically dry; and, in one word, 

ſuch only as arrogance and ignorance 

could conceive, impiety propagate, and 
the vapid ſpirit of the moderns be in⸗ 
2 duced to admit. © CHAP 


: * ſhall chan conclude this trea- i 
5 tiſe by preſenting the reader with * 
valuable and moſt elegant hymn = 
Proclus * to Minerva, which I have 
5 diſcovered in the Britiſh Muſeum ; . 
and the exiſtence of which appears .. - 

: have been bitherto utterly unknown. 

"This hyws: is to be found e the 3 


-_ * + That he. following ak was is compoſed by P Pro- — 

elus, cannot be doubred by any one who is conve. 

ſant with thoſe already extant of this incomparablfe 

maman, ſince the ſpirit 'n 9 manner in both! 18 — TE. 
the ſame, | 5 | Op 


GON 
3 


. 169 ] 


Harleian MSS., ; in a volume contain- 
ing ſeveral of the Orphic hymns, with 


which, through the ignorance of the 
tranſcriber, it is indiſcriminately rank - | 
ed, as well as the other four hymns of 
Proclus, already printed! in the Biblio- 
theca Græca of Fabricius. Unfortu- 
nately too, it is tranſeribed ! in a cha- 
racter ſo obſcure, and with ſuch 8 
inaccuracy, that, notwithſtanding tbe 
= pains 1 have taken to reſtore the tent 
. original purity, 1 have been 
_ obliged to omit two lines, and part of = 
+ -Þ died; as beyond my abilities to read 
or amend; however, the greateſt, aud 0 5 
doubtleſs the moſt important _—  - 
5 fortunately intelligible, which I now 
preſent to the reader's inſpection, 1 
5 companied with ſome corrections, and 
an Engliſh paraphraſed tranſlation. 
Ihe original is highly elegant and pi- 
— ous, 2 contains one mythological . 
- particular, Which is no > where elſe to 55 
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be found. It has likewiſe an evident 
connection with the preceding fable of 
5 Bacchus, as will be obvious from the _ 
peruſal; and on this account princi- 
pally it was ieee in the nee 1 
5 diſeourſe. ; PRE 25687 : 
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To MINERVA. 


DAUGHTER of — ee 


Propitious to thy vot'ries prayer incline; _ 
From thy great father's fount ſupremely bright, 


Like fire reſounding, leaping into light. 


|  Shicld-bearing goddeſs, hear, to whom belong 
A A manly mind, and power to tame the ſtrong! "a 
Oh, ſprung from matchleſs might, with joyful mind. | 


Accept this hymn ; benevolent and comma 


„ The holy gates of wiſdom, by thy hand 
Are wide unfolded; and the daring band 


Of earth-born giants, that in impious os + 


Strove with thy fire, were vanquiſhed by chy might. „„ 


: Once by thy care, as ſacred poets fing, 


The heart of Bacchus, ſwiftly-ſlaughter'd king, | . 
Was ſav'd in æther, when, with fury fir d, 
Ikhe Titans fell againſt his life conſpird; 
And with relentleſs rage and thirſt for Olly | 
Their hands his members into fragments tore: TW 
hBnut ever watchful of thy father's will, 1 85 
e Thy pow'r preſery'd him from ſuccceding in, 
5 Tin from the ſecret counſels of his ſire 
No And born from Semele through heav'nly fire, TT 
Great Dionyſius to the world at length | 


Again appear'd with renovated ſtrength. 


25 = Once, too, thy warlike axe, with N 8 „„ 
= r from their * necks the heads 3 * wy 


<A Alto on YOGI nn” on eee OR my . — RAINY 
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ä Of furious beaſts, and 8 the peſts deſtroy' 4 
Which long all- ſeeing Hecate annoy d. 
By thee benevolent great Juno's might 


Was rous'd, to furniſh mortals with delight. oy I, 
And thro! life's wide and various range, tis thine * 


Each part to beautify with arts gras. 1 HH 
Invigorated hence by thee, we find 
A demiurgic impulſe in the mind. 


A 'Towers proudly rais'd, and for e eo i * 7 | 


To thee dread guardian deity belong, 


15 As proper ſymbols of th' exalted height * 
Thy ſeries claims amidſt the courts of light. 


_ Lands are belov'd by thee, to learning es 7 


And Athens, O Athena, is thy own! : [of 3 
Great goddeſs, hear! and on hr akin — "7 BE 
Pour thy pure light in meaſure unconfin'd ; ns 


That ſacred light, O all- protecting queen, 


LED Which beams eternal from Wee 
My foul, while wand' ring on the earth, . n 
With thy own bleſſed and impulſive fire : 


| A 1 from thy fables, my ſtic and divine, i 
Give all her powers with holy light to ſhine. 


Give love, give wiſdom, and a power to love, i ; 


Inceſſant tending to the realms above; _ 
- Such as unconſcious of. baſe earth's controul 
= Gently attracts the vice ſubduing ſoul : 3 
From night's dark region aids her to retire, wad Ln 


O all-propitious to my prayer incline! 


Which guilty ſouls in Tartarus confine, - 


1 L 488 51 
With fetters faſt ned to its brazen floors, 
And lock'd by hell's tremendous iron doors. 
Hear me, and fave (for power is all thine own) 
"ok A ſoul * to be thine * 


1th is very . in this Wend, | 
T that the exploits of Minerva relative 
to her cutting off the heads of wild 
beaſt with an axe, &., is mentioned 
by no writer whatever; - nor 1 
find the leaſt trace of a circumſtance 
ceeither in the hiſtory of Minerva or 
Nlecate to which i it alludes. And from 
A | hence, 4 think, we may reaſonably 
1 - conclude that i it belonged to the arcane 
Orpbic narrations concerning „ 
goddeſſes, which were conſequent lily 
Ir but | only: mentioned, and this but by 8 


5 0 * If I ſhould ever 10 able to public a Het 2 . 
1 tion of my tranſlation of the hymns of Orpheus, 1 

| ſhall add to it a tranſlation of all thoſe hymns of Pro: 

clus, which are fortunately extant ; but which are no- 

mttting more than the wreck of a great multitude e which 175 
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a few, whoſe works, which might 


afford us ſome dlearer information 1 
are unfortunately loſt. 


1 


APPENDIX. 


= Seem my writing this above e Differ . 
tation, 1 have met with a curious 7 
Greek MS. of Pſellus, on Daæmons, | 
according to the opinion of the Greeks : 
EL. ee rue Tp: dif- go gagouou - 
Eames: in the courſe of which he de- 
a ip ſcribes the machinery of the Eleu- 
N finian myſteries as follows: — A de f ĩ ) 
85 Haus vp our, o CLIT. To eden, ay; 
"0 Fade v rex pve ral dies þ peryrupeevoy 1 
55 you, 5 Ls feilen, Xu T1 buyarepes rau- 
Tx  Gepreper]y Th K xopy. Eneidu & TX 
fie 2 Acer er TH laune. ven- 
Yau ov [ cf, avadvero TW 1 pod 8 
| ro TWwy TETNAT fe Hndews reha g. 
5 Erro J. valenbiog eri TH Kopy Sag. = 
. em 0¹ TEAGUÞEVOL, £% roh ο eb. . 
. you, 74 xupCanuy £77400, ex poop (lege 
5 erefvopef N bro roy Ta&5ov ice. To- 
. e os x E rag deus dun. Trerhpias 1 


— ihe Way. =o 


— 7 ere vs, 1 CE eee oma Ws e 


"1 * 1 


vou bi,, you. ka. v Too, Xa 


ai,. Eq og Ka Tpeayoorents pupae 


ps r Ne Teps To dog. ori TEE. 
2" gebe Orcas amroTwvus 16 Crag TY dale. on 

Tepeyou (lege rea ob) og, error feu, 
TY r TRUTH rare dero, geg an Xa 


euro. Er. agu Gs TOU Norucou ifa, 


1 ra 7 uu, v ra RCP ron, 
eas Of TW cat TENQUPLEV04, xAndoves. 1 
PET Kulahuuveg, c rig Nov e ber npu- . 

76408 u Tuduracy Na, u, *, opuCag . 


| Ao as K0upns. erepog, Tauren þ Kipanpecre DE. 


Ee 0¹6 n ExCwroug (lege LE Cavs 


2885 lerpous averupopern, 2 0 Yuveures | 
44 TE, f vag ovourgours r* aid .- 
N euer. Ka: OUT WG 45 iA T1. rede 
1 Ty. KGTHAUGUT WY... i. e. « 'The myſteries 
ms of theſe demons,” (for Pſellus be- =. 
> ing a Chriſtian, conſidered the gods of . 
the antients as nothing 1 more than evi 
1 demons,) « ſuch as the Eleuſinian 
0 « myſteries, conſiſted ; in repreſenting . 
c the fabulous narration of Jupiter 
N « mingling 1 with Ceres and ber daugh- . 


—_— 


1, 0 op 


44 


(6 


5 


ter Proſerpine. But as venereal 


connections take place along with 


5 


1, nl 


the initiation *, a marine Veuus is 


A repreſented rifing from certain fic- 
e titious genital parts: afterwards "Af 
celebrated marriage of Proſerpine 


EX with Pluto ) takes place; and thoſe 


„ who are initiated ſing, I have cat 


« out of the drum, * dare drank out 


« of the cymbal, I have borne the 
; myſtic cup, I have entered into the 


a bed. But the pregnant throws like- 


„ in of Ceres are repreſented : 


| hence che ſupplications of les > 


5 « are exhibited ; her drinking « of bile, 
and the pains of her heart. After 


this, an image with the thighs of | 
EE. - Walen its appearance, and 
5 Nene at the ſame time ſuffers ve- 
1 hemently about the teſticles: be- . 


1 Jupiter, in order to expiate 5 


the crime of the violence which he 
5 offered to Ceres, is repreſented a as 


ap he a a repreſentation of chem, . 
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he cutting off the teſticles of; a goat, 
+ and placing them on the boſom of 
=, N as | likewiſe on his own boy ; 


Serb 


„ nours . 1 Red: "hs : 
„ Ciſta, and the cakes with many 5 
boſſes, like thoſe of a ſhield. Like- | 
„ wiſe the myſteries of Sabazius, di- 
s vinations, and the prieſteſſes of Bac- 
«+ chus; a certain ſound of the Theſ» 
v protian kettle; the Dodonæan braſs; 
„ another Corybas, and another Pro: 
. « ſerpine, who are reſemblances "i 
„ Demons. After theſe ſucceed the c 
| « uncoyering the thighs. of Baubo, = . 
$ ond a woman's comb; for thus, „ 
[7 through ſhame, they denominate Co 
„ the Privities | of a woman. —_ 
_ thus, in the indecent, they finiſh = 
e. initiation,” . ” 


From * curious pailage, i it appears 


| that the Eleuſinian myſteries compre- 5 
15 hended thoſe of almoſt all the _ = | 


[8 ] 


and this account will not Ay throw 
. light on the relation of the myſteries 
given by Clemens Alexandrinus, but 
_ likewiſe be elucidated by it in ſeveral 
particulars. I would willingly unfold _ 
to the reader the myſtic meaning of 
| the whole of this machinery, but this , 
Cannot be accompliſhed by any one, 
without at leaſt the poſſeſſion of all 
the Platonic manuſcripts which are 
extant. This acquiſition, which J 
| ſhould infinitely prize above the wealth e 
of the Indies, will, I hope, ſpeedily 
and fortunately be mine, and then I 
ſhall be no leſs anxious to communi- 
_ cate this arcane information, than tho 
liberal reader will be to receive it. 1 
ſhall only therefore obſerve, that the 
| mutual communication of energies 
among the gods was called by antient 
5 theologiſts lep vans, a ſacred _ 
inage; concerning which Proclus, in 5 
. ſecond book of his MS. Commen- 5 : 
. wy on the Parmenides, admirably r 1 
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marks + as ; follows: : Tavry Je ru xoww- 
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1 aur a CN * 19 To Hera rar. 5 


Ka os r* erg diorrra KATUVOEW 104 


; Herayeu io 1 ew « eri T cad m_ wo. - 
eur Nahen. 1. e. „ Theologiſts at 


one time conſidered this communion 

5 « of the gods in divinities co-ordinate 
« with each other; and then they 
« called it the marriage of Jupiter | 


and Juno, of Heaven and Earth, ; 


Jof Saturn and Rhea: but at another 


« time, they conſidered it as ſubſiſt- 


1 ing between ſubordinate and ſupe- 5 5 


Pe 4% rior divinities; and then they called 5 


n the ae of Jupiter and Ce- 


ess but at another time, on the 4 


40 


ing between ſuperior and ſubordi- 


Do Ty 


5 1 83 J 


contrary, they beheld it as ſubſiſt- 


e nate divinities; and then they called 


it the marriage of Jupiter and Pro- or 


( ſerpine. For in the gods there is 
bone kind of communion between 


_ * ſuch as are of a co-ordinate nature; 


1 „another between the ſubordinate 8 


and ſupreme; a and another again z 
between the ſupreme: and {ubordi- Es 
nate. And it is neceſſary | to under- 


46 ſtand the idiom of each, and to 5 


5 transfer a conjunction of this kind 5 


8 from the gods to the communion 


- «of; ideas with each other.” Andi „ 
lib 1. in Tim. p. 16, he obſerves: yy 
85 c To 1 abr (ſupple Near) erepog n Tov. 15 
: aur Yeoy Ne ougeuyruo Nai, v ay 85 
5 ro ub, de. Ka Y E aof 1 
. Toig Ne ,in, ie ⁰ν αανννν 1 e. 0 And = 
that the ſame goddeſs 1 18 conjoined „„ 
5 with other gods; or the „„ 
40 with Wy; goddeſſes, may be col- A 
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« lected from the myſtic di feb ſer, and 
( thoſe marriages which are called 1 in 
ile myſteries Sacred Marriages.” — 
5 Thus far the divine Proclus; from the | 
firſt of which paſſages the reader may 7 
perceive how adultery and rapes, as 
5 repreſented in the machinery of the 
myſteries, are to be underſtood when 
applied to the gods; and that they 
mean nothing more chan a communi- 
cation of divine energies, either be- 
tween a ſuperior and ſubordinate, or N 
ſubordinate and ſuperior, r 
only add, that the apparent indecency 8 
of theſe exhibitions was, as 1 have 
: already obſerved, excluſive of its myſ- 
a meaning, deſigned as a remedy for 
— paſſions of the foul : and hence 
| myſtic ceremonies were very properly . 
; | called — medicines, we the obſcure e 
5 and noble Heraclitus (. e 
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